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SEPARATISM: MANY VOICES, ONE SONG 
This issue of Hag Rag completes our second year of publishing, and we are proud to present our Wisconsin com-

munity with this very special issue on Separatism. As many of you may know, several of us have been Separatists for 

many years, coming out as Seps when we became feminists and/or Lesbians. For us, Separatism is the means by 

which we validate our Lesbian existence by radically focusing on Lesbians and our values For us, Separatism is not 

an escape from "reality," but an escape from patriarchy, and a radical leap into Lesbian reality 

Separatism is hated by patriarchy because it denies the context in which patriarchy thrives, and thereby threatens 

the continued existence of this oppressive system. It creates another context in which Lesbians and wimmin live free, 

strong and Self-determined lives. Separatism is also hated by many Lesbians and feminists who in the 1970's broke 

away from the radical roots of feminism's second wave. Separatism is a threat to them because it exposes their col-

laboration with patriarchy and assimilation into the structure they formerly challenged. 

Seps, like earlier feminists, dream of another reality, one which is fundamentally radical and challenging to the status 

quo. As Sarah Lucia Hoagland points out, "early feminism of this [second] wave..., in its focus on women was deep-

ly disturbing to the status quo In changing their relationship to the world--nature and culture--women were removing 

themselves from the world men had taken/dominated for their own purpose. Early feminists were separating from 

partriarchy and its values.. . Early feminist groups were separatist; there was no place for men."I Separatists of the 

1980's carry on the politics developed by the early 1970's feminists. As Hoagland continues, "...lesbian separatists are 

the only stability the women's movement has known, while other parts of the feminist movement wavered and often 

abandoned the politics with which they began."2

The seven dykes writing on Separatism in this issue, some new to Separatism and others long-time Separatists, carry 

on in this radical feminist tradition. While no one Lesbian has the final word on Separatism, these dykes all speak elo-

quently and from their hearts, leading us to understand why wimmin choose Separatism, how we live with its joys and 

contradictions, and why the only future we can envision is a Separatist one. We hope their stories move you to dream 

of Lesbians and to create Lesbian space where all our dreams become reality 
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SWIM PARTIES 
Nag Rag is sponsoring throe bonola swim parties during the summon months 

Saturday, June 18 

Friday, July 15 

Saturday, August 20 

Waxing Moon in Leo 

Waxing Moon in Leo 

Waxing Moon In Sagittarius 

MI swim parties will run from 7 9 pm Please be 
prompt, as doors wit lock al 7 pm Call Mary at 
414/372 3330. Justice at 414/372 8850 or Lanco at 
608/255-1227 for location 

Get out your flippers and join us.! 


