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~ Amazon, Amazon,
Who's Got
the Amazon

~ Minneapolis — Its Ammn wgusi:;
Amazon in a lawsuit pitiing a small Min-
- neapolis feminist bookstore against Internet

mega-giant book dealer Amazon.com.

The Amazon Bookstore's suit is charging
trademark infringement against Amazon.com
and is asking the court 1o issue a protediive
order prevenfing Amazon.com from confinu-
ing fo use the name.

But Amazon.com now wants fo know the

sexual orientation of the hookstore’s owners,
officers and employees. Attorneys for Amo-

zon.com raised the issue of the women's ori-
entation while faking a sworn pretrial depo-

sition from the bookstore officials.

Barbara Wieser, Amazon Bookstore’s pres-
ident and general manager, said, “We were out-
roged by it. What does our sexual preference
have to do with a frademark case? Nothing.”

But Bill Curry, o spokesman for Ama-
zon.com, said the question does pertain to
the case because the Amazon Bookstore suit
is casting the shop os o mainsiream outlet,
like Amazon.com, when its customer base,
he says, is very narrow.

“If you're not in the same business,”
Curry said, “the likelihood of confusion

dedlines dramatically.”
But the bookstore’s attorneys, Somuel

and Michael Florey, weren't omused and

have filed a supplemental motion in the law--
suit asking U.S. District Cour Judge Ray-
mond Erickson to prohibit Amazon.com's
attorneys from asking such questions.

“Lifigants should not be chilled from
enfering a couriroom fo resolve o commer-
cial dispute by the fear of inquiries into their
personal lives,” the motion says.

Another Savage
Attack in Wyoming

Douglas, Wyo. — As jury selectionin

the frial of one of the men charged in the
- murder of Matthew Shepard was getting
started in Laramie, Wyoming, gay rights
advocates around the country have been
outraged at another brutal attack that near-
ly ended in the death of another gay man.

Authorities say that Les Shuler, 44, and
Jody Hoving, 32, had sex after the two men
met at a local bar in Douglas, Wyoming.

Shuler told police that Hoving had repeat-
edly questioned him about his sexual behav-
ior at the bar and that when Hoving became
too aggressive in proposifioning him he had
left alone. Later, Shuler says, Hoving showed
up at his home and insisted on having sex.

Shuler says after sex, Hoving attacked
him with a baseball bat.

Doctors treating Shuler after the atiack
said he required 36 stitches in his head, that he
suffered numerous bruises on his head, arms
and upper forso, and that if the bat had hit him
a quorter inch further on one side of his head
he would probably have died from the blow.

In spite of the violence of the attack, Hov-
ing was charged only with aggravated assault
and later released on his own recognizance.

Marquette University Set to
Recognize “Gay/Straight Alliance”

by Jamakaya |
of the IN Step staff

Milwaukee — After months of stu-
dent lobbying, public forums and admin-
istrative review, Marquette University has
ruled favorably on a proposal to establish
a Gay/Straight Alliance at the Catholic
institution. The Marquerte University
Student Government (MUSG) is expect-
ed to give final approval to the new orga-
nization in the next few wecks.

“The prospects are excellent for
approving the group,” MUSG President
Carrie Bechner told IN Step. “We've been
supportive of the GSAs application for
official status from the beginning.”

Indeed, the student Senate’s 14-3 vore
last April recommending recognition of
the group set the process in motion. In

‘“ ... FOR PUBLIC

- UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

THIS MIGHT NOT SEEM
LIKE SUCH A BIG DEAL.
BUT IT’S A VERY SIGNIFI-
CANT STEP FORWARD
HERE AT MARQUETTE.”

the six months since then supporters of
the GSA have appeared before numerous
administrative committees of the univer-
sity, including alumni, faculty, staff, and
trustees to explain their mission and the
goals of the group. A lively student forum
was held as well in which opinions were

" overwhelmingly positive.

“It’s been a very interesting process hav-
ing to appear before these committees
responding to questions,” Bechner said.
“We would challenge them to give us every
reason they could come up with that would
make them hesitant to support the GSA.
Then we would do our best to answer each
of their concerns. It was really great because
not only were we defending our position
but in the process we were further defining
ourselves and the purpose of the group.”

Matt Roman, a leading advocate of
the GSA agreed, “The major goal of GSA
is to provide education about gays and
lesbians here, and a lot of that has gone
on in the last few months. The campus
just seemed to really warm up to us since
we started this effort. I've had so many
students come up to me and say ‘Thanks’
and ‘I didn't know some of this stuff.”

“In a way, the hardest part is over now,”
Roman said, “all of the technical details,
writing the constitution, testifying before
committees. I'm looking forward to plan-
ning the activities we can sponsor.” Those
activities are likely to include speakers, gay-
themed movies and information booths.
Official recognition also enables the GSA
to apply for student activity funds.

Gay and lesbian organizations have
existed for years on the campuses of most
public universities but they have been a
controversial issue at Roman Catholic
institutions.  Some  administrators,
trustees and influential alumni have
argued that official recognition of gay
groups is incompatible with Catholic doc-
trine on homosexuality, which Pope John
Paul IT has described as an “intrinsic evil.”

Because of this, extensive discussion
went on within the higher circles of Mar-
quette’s administration. On Oct. 18, the
university announced thar Marquette
President Rev. Robert Wild decided that
the GSA's application for recognition
could move forward. In its statement, the
university declared:

“As stated in their constitution, the
purpose of the Gay/Straight Alliance is to
‘provide educational programming that
seeks o encourage a positive climate of
acceptance for all students, regardless of
their sexual orientation.” That purpose is
clearly in accord with the university's state-
ment on human dignity and diversity;
which avows that ‘Marquette recognizes
and cherishes the dignity of each individ-
ual regardless of age, culture, faith, ethnic-
ity, race, gender, sexual orientation, lan-
guage, disability or social class.” It is also
congruent with Catholic teaching, which
carefully distinguishes between homosexu-
al orientation and homosexual activity.”

While acknowledging Vatican doc-
trine, which asserts that only sex within a
marital relationship of a man and a
woman is morally acceptable, Marquette's
statement also quoted a pastoral message
adopted by the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops: “The teaching of the
Church makes it clear that the fundamen-
tal human rights of homosexual persons
must be defended and all of us must strive
to eliminate any form of injustice, oppres-
sion or violence against them.”

Wild's decision came just days after
the observance of “Coming Our Week”
at Marquette. The week’s events, includ-
ing the screening of a documentary on
hate crimes and several public forums
and readings, were sponsored by the uni-

versity’s Diversity Commission.

Once the Gay/Straight Alliance is for-
mally recognized by the student govern-
ment, Marquette will join nine other Jesuit
universities in the U.S. which have granted
recognition to gay or lesbian organizations.

“I guess for public university students
and alumni this might not seem like such a
big deal,” Carrie Beehner commented
about the GSA's recognition. “Bur its a very
significant step forward here at Marquerte.”

Braddock Leaves
St Camillus Post

by William Attewell
of the IN Step staff
Milwaukee — Fr. Stephen Braddock,
executive director of St. Camillus
HIV/AIDS
Ministry  and
Chairman of
the St. Camillus

Health System
has  stepped
down from his
duties  citing
health reasons.
~ For several
years, Braddock
Fr. Stephen Broddock st beet b a
promiment figure in the Wisconsin AIDS
community, taking a leadership role in
terms of housing and long-term care issues
associated with persons living with HIV. -

Braddock was instrumental in estab-
lishing a state-of-the-art sensitive care
unit at St. Camillus. In addition, he
helped create the Raphael House, a group
home for persons living with HIV. Brad-
dock has also been cited as being
instrumental in helping integrate spiritu-
ality with the health care of persons living
with AIDS.

According to Fr. Louis Lussier of St.
Camillus, Braddock’s many duties with
St. Camillus had “taken a roll upon his
physical well-being and adversly affected
his already brittle diabetic condition.”

Braddock had been dependent upon
an insulin transfusion pump for more
than three years and previously suffered
from other health problems as well.

“Steve Braddock is one of the most
talented and sophisticated leaders 1 have
met in the fight against AIDS,” Doug
Nelson executive director of the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin, told IN
Step. “This is a profound loss to the
HIV/AIDS community. Braddock was a
pioneer. It was truly his leadership that
built finest sensitive care unit in the state.
All of us owe him a great deal of thanks
for that accomplishment.”

Anti-Nudity Bill Draws Fire

by Ed Grover
of the IN Step staff

Mazomanie, WI — Spurred on by religious right groups
like Reverend Ralph Ovadal's Wisconsin Christians United
(WCU), State Rep. DuWayne Johnsrud (R-Eastman) is trying
to force an amendment ro close Mazo Beach. Johnsrud has filed
Assembly Bill 560, which seeks to criminalize simple non-lewd
nudity on public lands across the state. Johnsrud has already
scheduled a floor vote on the bill in the Wisconsin Assembly to
take place shortly after the committee hearing,

Rep. Johnsrud managed to have his bill assigned to the leg-
islative committee that he chairs — the Committee on Natural
Resources, no less. Despite this fact, Johnsrud scheduled a pub-
lic hearing on the measure for Oct. 27 at 2 p.m. at the
Mazomanie Community Building Auditorium. The hearing
was open for public comment for seven hours.

Ovadal and his followers were there in force, but so were the
Friends of Mazo Beach (FOMB) and other concerned beach
usets who were outraged that state lawmakers were going to be
asked to criminalize the harmless tradition of skinny-dipping
and nude sunbathing at remote locations across the state.

Section 1.23.36 of the statutes says that “No person may
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intentionally be nude in public on land that is owned, managed,
supervised or controlled by the DNR, and that any person who
violates sub. (2) shall forfeit not more than $100.” The section
defines “in public” as “a place where a person does not have a
reasonable expectation of privacy.” Nude is described as “not
wearing a fully opaque covering over the genitals, pubic area or
buttocks or not wearing a fully opaque covering over the female
breast below the top of the nipple.”

On Sept. 8 of this year the Democratic Party of Dane Coun-
ty approved a resolution ar their membership meeting which
opposes the closing or restriction of access to and interference
with peaceful and respectful activities at Mazomanie Beach. The
resolution says in part that nudity is neither an environmental
issue nor an issue properly of concern to the DNR.

According to a recently received e-mail, FOMB held a strar-
egy session over the past weekend on how to hale this legislative
threat to naturism and Mazo Beach.. Included in the e-mail
were several WCU web sites. One site contained a survey asking
for opinions.on nudity on state lands. 81.1% said that nudity
was not a problem, 13.5% said it was, and 5.4% answered with
"who cares?” Other sites contained vile and inflammatory
thetoric about naturists and the gay and lesbian community.
The comments were hardly Christian in context. Now everyone
will have to wait and see what happens in the Wisconsin Assem-
bly. For more information, please call FOMB (608) 798-1954.

www.instepnews.com .



Doyle on Diversity

Wisconsin’s Attorney
General Has His Eye on
Same-Sex Marriage and

the Governor’s Office

Exclusive IN Step Interview by Mike Fitzpatrick
IN Step Contributing Writer

Brookfield, Wis. — Wisconsin Attor-
ney General Jim Doyle is the state’s high-
est elected and most visible Democrat.
His multiple successful reelection bids and
his public opposition to a number of
gubernatorial initiatives have made him a
thorn in Goy. Tommy Thompson's side.

Recently, ongoing speculation about
Doyle’s chances to succeed him in 2002
led Thompson to suggest that if Doyle is
the Democratic candidate, the governor
might run for an unprecedented fifth
term. Although he later recanted, Thomp-
son'’s off the cuff comment only served to
highlight Doyle’s current position as the
man who very possibly may lead Wiscon-
sin after the current governor leaves office.

Doyle delivered the keynote address at
the “Threats to Diversity” conference
sponsored by the Interfaith Alliance of
Southeast Wisconsin on October 9 at the
First Unitarian church here. Although his
speech clearly was prepared to address the
issue of the Religious Right and its impact
on the political process, Doyle delivered
his message with an enthusiasm that sug-
gested a Democratic gubernatorial candi-
date in training.

“We are in very strange times in our
political lives, especially about the role of
religion in state and federal government
and in policy making,” Doyle declared,
supporting his point with allusions to
Jesse Ventura, Pat Buchanan and George

W. Bush, “The accepting of Jesus Christ
as a personal savior is a criteriun for now
being a president.”

Doyle went on to assert that
Buchanan also is tapping into a deep
undercurrent of anti-Semitism with asser-
tions such as Congress being a “wholly
owned subsidiary of the Isracli lobby.”
Doyle lambasted GOP presidential front-
runner Bush for alleged hypocrisy by
comparing his self-described “compas-
sionate conservatism® with his positions
on guns, welfare reform and civil rights.

According to Doyle, the Religious
Right's use of wedge issues such as abor-
tion and LGBT civil rights has been very
successful for most of the 1990's. “Their
strategy has been simply put: divide,
divide divide,” Doyle said. “Rich against
poor, straight against gay, white suburban-
ite against African-American inner city
dweller.”

Part of the Religious Rights success
has been due to mainstream Americas
inability to see the linkage berween poli-
tics and the democratic process, according
to Doyle. “There’s a lot of activism out
there but not much belief in the electoral
system as a way to achieve goals,” Doyle
said. In his conclusion, Doyle stated that a
key means to support a process of differ-
ing views would be to enact meaningful
campaign finance reform.

IN Step had the opportunity to inter-
view Doyle briefly following his speech
which permitted him to expand on his
views on the Religious Right, domestic
partnership and his political future

IN Step: Attorney General Doyle,
you are currently the most widely
recognized and widely admired
Democrat in Wisconsin. Are you a
candidate for governor in the
2002 election?

Wisconsin Attorney Generol Jomes Doyle

JD: Of course I am. (laughs)
IN Step: Seriously, I am asking on

‘the record for publication.

JD: Okay. Let me say I'm seriously con-
sidering a run for the office. It is still more
than two years away. A lot can happen
berween now and then. But today, yes, I'm
strongly considering the possibiliry.

IN Step: As a potential candidate
for governor, what do you see as
the governor’s role in countering
the impact of the Religious Right?
JD: Well T think the most important thing
a governor can do is set the tone on issues
— how issues are discussed. There’s a
whole set of language the needs to be
used. The words we choose will determine
whether we appedl to the intellect or the
emotions. We can either enlighten or
appeal to our darkest fears.

IN Step: I'd like to ask you about
domestic partnership rights for
same-sex couples.

JD: You know'l think that a lot of the
push for marriage or domestic partnership
rights for same sex couples would go away
if we had universally available health

insurance in the United States. A lot of the
energy needs to go in getting health insur-
ance benefits for everyone, no matter what
their personal relationships might be.

IN Step: Domestic partnership a
lot more than just about health
insurance henefits. What about
property rights, inheritance rights
and the like? Isn’t domestic part-
nership about defining govern-
ment’s role in recognizing rela-
tionships as decided upon by indi-
vidual couples rather than saying
in effect what kinds of relation-
ships should exist? Is it possible
we may be moving toward the
European model of leaving the
religious aspects of marriage and
the like to the churches and hav-
ing the government only interest-
ed in who’s paired with who for
purposes of things like tax collec-
tion, legal responsihilities and
such? >

JD: We just may be moving that way, real-
ly separating the religious and civil aspects
of marriage and relationships. What you're
talking about is a multi-year process. It
might take five, it might take twenty years
to accomplish, if ever. The same-sex mar-
riage debate certainly has opened up the
discussion on the role government should
take in recognizing relationships.

IN Step: There was that recent
NBC poll that said that a majority
of Americans say same-sex mar-
riages will he recognized by the
year 2025. I know — polls and pre-
dictions — very tricky territory.
JD: (laughs) Well anything’s possible.
Some sort of recognition is likely in the
furure. That | believe. ¥
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‘Ryan White
Foundation
Yo Closes = - = =

~ Philadelphia — Jeanne White-

 Ginder, the founder of the Ryan White
Foundation that carries her son’s name,
says it will be shutiing down in October
because of a lack of contributions.

The foundation was storted after
Ryan White died nearly o decade ago

 dfter he contracted HIV from tainted
blood-dlofting products.

White-Ginder said she would join
the organization AIDS Adtion and head
up a project there designed to educate
younger Americans about the HIV/AIDS
epidemic and how to avoid infection.

Federal Hate
Crimes Bill

Dies as FBI
Reports Rise in
Anti-Gay Crimes

Washington — Just as Republi-
can congressional leaders were effec-
tively killing a federal hate crimes bill

. that would have included sexual orien-
fation in ifs protections, the FBI
released its 7th annual report on hate
crimes in the U.S., indicating that
although such crimes appeared 1o be
dedlining generally, hate crimes against
homosexuals were rising.

House Republicans virtually assured
the federal hate crimes bill wouldn't be
enacted this year by removing it from
an appropriations bill it had been
attached fo as an amendment. The Sen-
ate had already narrowly approved a
similor measure, but without a House
version the bill now has almost no
chance of being aded on this year.

The FBI's “Crime in the United
States” report, released shortly before
the House action, reported that while
violent crimes fell 6 percent in the
country for 1998 hate crimes based on
sexual orientation rose 4.4 percent dur-
ing the period.

Such crimes, in fadl, were the only
major category fo show an increase for
1998, the report indicates.

Illinois Gets
First Openly
Leshian Judge

Chicago — Nancy Katz, a lesbian
rights advocate, has been selected to fill
a post as an associate judge for Cook
County, becoming the first openly les-
bian jurist in the state.

Two openly gay men — Tom Chio-
lo and Sebastian Patti — already serve
as judges in state courts in llinois, but
Katz, an attorney, will become the
state’s first openly leshian judge to
serve.

She was selected to fill one of 15
vacant posts from a field of some 261
appliconts being considered. Kotz
began her judicial duties on Nov. 1.

Apologies All Around

Falwell-White Meeting
Dubbed ‘Unprecedented’

by Keith Clark
of the IN Step staff

Lynchburg, Va. — Jerry Falwell, the
evangelist who's probably best known for
condemning homosexuals as “deviants,”
“reprobates’ and ‘“perverts,” welcomed
some 200 gays and lesbians to his Liberty
University gymnasium on Oct. 23 for an
unprecedented “summit” intended ro curb

rowing hostile rhetoric on both sides.

Falwell told the gathering, including
about 200 of his own followers, “This is one
of the most unlikely gatherings of our times.”

Then the Virginia Bapust preacher did
something few expected: He apologized for
his past excessive rhetoric about homosexu-
als. “I hope you'll find me in the future

N B et i
Jeny Falwell speaks from the pulpit regording the onfiviolen

showing more love for homosexuals than 1
have in the past,” Falwell told the attendees.

Let Them Drink Water

What Falwell would not do, hewever,
is eat with those who had expected to be
attending a dinner meeting, Just before the
meeting got started, a number of conserva-
tive anti-gay ministers insisted to Falwell

that the Bible forbids Christians ro “break

ce forum held of his Thomos Rood

Boptist Church on Oct. 24 in Lynchburg, Va. Falwell said if his own child were gay, he would il

love him unconditionally and welcome him in his home. Falwell hosted 200 gay leaders ot the
church for the forum. (AP Photo,/Stephanie Klein-Davis)

“I HOPE YOU'LL FIND ME

IN THE FUTURE SHOWING
MORE LOVE FOR

HOMOSEXUALS THAN I

HAVE IN THE PAST.”

people — and that few such individuals
make a distinction between “homosexuali-
ty” and “homosexuals.”

But for those attending the meeting
with Mel White, a gay minister who spent
years working as a ghostwriter for Falwell
and other far-right leaders before he came
out of the closet and took up the gay-rights
banner, the meeting was an unprecedented
and unqualified success.

In a joint press conference following
the closed-door session with their follow-
ers, White said the strident language of
many fundamentalist ministers helps incite
people to violence. He said that over the
years, Falwell and other fundamentalist
leaders had made statements that had been
deeply hurtful — and potentially harmful
—to gays and lesbians.

“This weekend, Jerry Falwell has said,
‘1 apologize for that. It’s gotten out of
hand,” " said White, who operates an
activist ministry known as Sourforce and
whose stated mis-
sion Is to case the
spiritual suffering
of gays, lesbians,
bisexuals and
transgendered

individuals.
; “While  Jerry
¢ has demonized

| gays, so too have we
§ and others demo-
8 nized Jerry Fal-
well,” White added,
apologizing for the
actions of gay rights
advocates whom he
said had harassed
his friend and one-
time boss.

The gathering
took place in the
Liberty University
gym, just across from Falwell's Thomas
Road Baptist Church. On the draped walls
hung pictures of dozens of people who
have died because of violence, including
Martthew Shepard, a gay college student
beaten to death in Laramie, Wyo.; Cassie
Bernall, one of the students gunned down
at Columbine High School; and James
Byrd, a black man who died after two
white men tied him to the back of a pick-
up in Jasper, Texas, and dragged his Eody
down the road until he died.

Vitriolic Rhetoric

Several of the gays and lesbians attend-
ing the meeting with White later said they
had entered with a sense of trepidation,
worried that their hosts might begin
“preaching to them about the ‘sin’ of

homosexuality.” By the end of the meeting,
however, most agreed they were happy
with the outcome.

Matt Alber, who described himself as
having “grown up in the Bible Belt” where
he was raught to believe that homosexuali-
ty was a sin and spent years trying to deny
his own sexual orientation, said, “The most
encouraging thing that I've heard from Fal-
well today was that the violence must stop.
I'm feeling at ease.”

Dave Randlett, a Lynchburg minister
who has worked with Falwell for a number
of years, told reporters at the joint press
conference that he agreed the summir ses-

“WHILE JERRY HAS
DEMONIZED GAYS,

S0 TOO HAVE WE AND
OTHERS DEMONIZED
JERRY FALWELL.”

sion was a good idea. “It sounds like a
cliché¢, but there’s too much violence.
There’s too much vitriol on both sides.
And it’s got to stop.”

But if the summit was generating good
feeling inside, outside fundamentalist and
gay activists were scparately protesting the
meeting and spewing out a good deal of
their own vitriol.

Fred Phelps, the Topeka, Kan., fringe
preacher best known for his “God hates
fags” protest signs, led a small band of his
family-based followers to condemn Falwell
for meeting with gays and lesbians ac all.

He said Falwell’s “hate the sin, love the
sinner” was “a damnable heresy” that
should not be allowed.

“He’s a false propher,” Phelps said of
the Virginia pastor. “Falwell used to teach
the Bible word for word, now he’s going off
and meering with these fags and going
against everything he's ever taught.”

Nearby, another group, this one from
Texas, had also shown up to denounce Fal-
well’s meeting with homosexuals. “I think
God in heaven is very grieved by what Jerry
Falwell is doing,” said W.N. Otwell, pastor
of the Heritage Baptist Church in Mount
Enterprise, Texas, and the organizer of the
Falwell demonstration. “Ic’s sick, really. It's
an abomination. We've supported Jerry
Falwell over the years ... and he has thrown
in the towel.”

A third group of protesters was organized
by Bob Kunst of a Florida-based gay group
known as the Oral Majority. But the gay
demonstrators were there mainly to protest
against White for meeting with Falwell.

“I don't think we need to crawl to Jerry
Falwell, who is a criminal,” said Kunst. “It
is an obscene act. I'm not here to forgive
and forget him any more than [ would a
Nazi war criminal.”

bread™ with “immoral” people. So instead
of a meal, everyone simply got small bot-
tles of water.

And for some, the “let them drink
water” incident was symbolic of gathering
and the conflict berween fundamentalists
and gays and lesbians that they say contin-
ues in spite of a brief meeting in Virginia.

Falwell, the founder of the now-
defunct Moral Majority who just a few
months ago, became the object of a nation-
al joke when he slammed Tinky Winky
from the children’s television program
“Teletubbies™ as a convert “gay symbol,”
insisted that apologies or not, he still con-
siders homosexuality a sin. “We believe the
homosexual lifestyle is wrong,” Falwell
said. “But we are commanded by Christ to
love our neighbors and make very clear to
the world from henceforth that we love the
sinner even more than we hate the sin. |
have agreed that my staff and I will be vig-
ilant in assuring that we do not make state-
ments that can be construed as sanctioning
hate or antagonism against homosexuals.”

Many anti-violence and gay rights
activists still say that the frequent denunci-
ations of homosexuality that come from
anti-gay religious leaders, including Fal-
well, spark anti-gay violence among some
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IN Step

by Keith Clark
of the IN Step Staff

Washington — The Boy Scouts of
America, claiming a constitutional right
to decide who can and cant join its
troops, has asked the U.S. Supreme
Court to let it keep its ban on homosex-
uals as Scouts or leaders.

“This case,” the youth group’s attor-
neys argued, “involves constitutional
rights at the heart of our free society” —
including the right of a private organiza-
tion to follow “its own moral code.”

The G-million-member organization
urged the court to free it from state anti-
discrimination laws and, in particular,
from a New Jersey “public accommoda-
tions” law that led the New Jersey state
Supreme Court to rule that the Scourts
acted illegally in dismissit# a homosexu-
al as a deputy scoutmaster.

Conceding that “many people of

Boy Scouts Ask U.S. Supreme
Court to Rule on Anti-Gay Ban

good will believe that Boy Scouting’s
position is misguided,” the Scouts con-
tended that issues of morality should not
be “made the subject of government
compulsion.”

The New Jersey case grew out of the
12-year Scouting career of James Dale of
Matawan, who rose to the rank of Eagle
Scout and went on to become an assis-
tant scoutmaster. He was dismissed in
1990 after he came out while he was a
student at Rutgers University.

The New Jersey state Supreme Court
earlier this year ruled that the Scouts are
not, in fact, a truly private organization
because its overall membership policy is
to invite all boys to join.

The U.S. Supreme Court had not
indicated if it will hear the case yet and it
may be several months before it decides
whether to review it or not.

www.instepnews.com



ARCW and Rep. Colon
Move Against Needle Bill

by Mike Leon
of the IN Step staff

Madison — State Rep. Pedro Colon (D-Milwaukee) and
the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW) are taking on
right-wing social policy in leading the fight against a Republican
bill they say inhibits free needle distribution programs, resulting
in greater instances of AIDS cases.

Recently passed by the state Assembly, the Republican ini-
tiative would make it a criminal offense to possess a hypodermic
néedle or syringe with a residue of illegal substances.

The ARCW, an advocate and practitioner of the public
health strategy of distributing needles to the public, says the bill,
Assembly Bill 223, would result in those using needles — typi-
cally intravenous illegal drug users — being scared away from
public health outreach efforts. This would drive users further
underground into dangerously unsanitary situations conducive
to the spread of AIDS, it is believed.

Established in 1985, the ARCW works to confront and alle-
viate the effects of HIV disease in Wisconsin, providing aggres-
- sive HIV education and access to comprehensive services,

An amendment authored by state Reps. Pedro Colon (D-
Milwaukee) and Frank Urban (R-Brookfield), a medical doctor,
would rid the comprehensive drug paraphernalia bill of the nee-
dle language. The Colon/Urban amendment was tabled, vored

- down for consideration, last week by a
largely party-line vote of 53 to 46.

The debate on AB 223 under-
scores a fight between two polar oppo-
site philosophies in dealing with
AIDS and drug addicts — to trear and
provide for the greater public health
or to criminalize and incarcerate indi-
viduals. Public health advocates see
the right-wing social policy espoused
i - by the Republican Assembly members

State Rep. Pedro Colon as irrational and mean-spirited.

“The same irrational prejudices and insensitivity that were
directed at AIDS sufferers in the "80s is being aimed at those ill
people using this public health program. If these destructive
attitudes are implemented as public policy, there will be actual
deadly consequences,” said Colon.

Other public health advocates roundly blasted the Republi-
can initarive.

“ARCW is deeply disappointed in the rab]ing‘ of the

Colon/Urban amendment in support of needle exchange pro-
grams. This legislation is a step backward in good public health
policy,” said Mike Gifford, Deputy Executive Director of the
ARCW. “This will seriously harm our life-saving program. We
need to prevail on this issue in order to continue to save the lives
of hundreds of men, women, and children who are at risk of
contracting AIDS every day.” '

Public health advocates, Colon, and other supporters say
they are hopeful AB 223 will be killed in the Senate after pub-
lic discussion of the issue.

'Harvest of Hope'
Dinner Raises $12,300

Eau Claire, Wis. — One hundred and ten people helped make
the Oct. 22 Seventh Annual Harvest of Hope Dinner and Auction
benefiting AIDS care, research, advocacy and research in Northern
and Western Wisconsin a great success, raising $12,300 from the
dinner, silent auction and corporate support.

“I believe that the record attendance of 110 people is indica-

“tive of rural Wisconsin understanding that the epidemic is

growing, and that their support is more critical than ever
before,” said Jamie Sorenson, ARCW regional director.

Highlighting the evening were presentations of the Volunteer
of the Year and the Gregg Goetz ARCW Angel Awards. These
awards, presented each year at the Harvest of Hope, are nomi-
nated by the community and selected by an awards committee.

Harold Goetz of Bloomer received the 1999 Volunteer of
the Year Award. Since the death of his son, Gregg, five years ago,
Harold has been committed to educating people about HIV and
AIDS and telling the story of his family’s struggle with losing
their son to AIDS. In addition, he has participated in the last
five AIDS Walks, raising over $10,000,

In 1996, ARCW established the Gregg Goetz ARCW Angel
Award to commemorate Gregg Goetz and recognize persons
who demonstrate model responses in their community to the
HIV/AIDS epidemic.

The 1999 Gregg Goetz ARCW Angel Award was presented
to Judy Edgar and Barbara Nelson, two health care profession-
als in their respective Pierce and St. Croix counties. They are sis-
ters, who have helped produce World AIDS Day awareness
activities, donated confidential office space for client meetings
and chaired the Ryan White Title II Care Consortiums.

“We thank these tireless volunteers. Without them, our
work would be impossible to do,” Sorenson added.
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Beck speaks at
UW-Madison

Author survived as a gay
Jew in Nazi Berlin

by Christopher Ot
of the IN Step staff

Madison — At the age of nine, Gad
Beck realized thar something had dramat-
ically changed in his country.

In 1933, Hitler's recently elected gov-
ernment introduced a new practice in
schools: Every morning, students would
assemble to salute the swastika after raising
it up the flagpole. Burt on the first morning
of the new drill, Beck’s teacher shouted at
him, “Step out-of line, Beck! We don't
mean you! You'Te a Jew!” As the only Jew-
ish boy in his class, Beck had ro stand
aside, and he realized that he was now con-
sidered an outcast who was not even “wor-
thy of saluting the German flag.”

Beck spoke to a crowd of more than a
hundred ar the Memorial Union of UW-
Madison on Oct. 25, outlining the
remarkable life story that he tells more
completely in his memoir, An Under-
ground Life, which was recently translated
into English. Not only did Beck somehow
survive World War IL in Berlin as a “mis-
chling” — a so-called “half-Jew,” because
his mother was Christian until she con-
verted to Judaism — he was also gay and

*led an underground resistance movement

against the Nazis. Beck's is one of only a
handful of memoirs published by gay sur-
vivors of the Nazi era.

Beck's humiliation in the schoolyard
was only the beginning. With Hitler in
power, Beck's classes “got browner” (a ref-
erence to the brown shirts worn by the
Nazis), and within three months, class-
mates refused to sit next to him, claiming
that he stank “like sweaty Jewish feet.”
After winning a relay race ar a school
competition in 1934, Beck was denied a
place on the victory stand with his team-
mates, and another student was chosen to
take his place. When Beck’s mother
protested, the school principal advised her

to put her son in a French school that was-

still unprejudiced. He had already done
the same with his own children.

Beck's personal and family fortunes
declined throughout the '30s as the Nazis
expanded their restrictions — and then
outright artacks — on Jews and others.
And at the same time, Beck began to more
fully understand that he was one of those
“others” too. As a young man, Beck moved
through a series of romances in the '30s
and '40s, carrying on a surprisingly open
life despite constant danger of arrest.

Of all Beck's stories, one of the most
dramatic and sad is that of the short-lived
rescue of his boyfriend Manfred Lewin in

1942. The boy and his family had been
taken to a deportation camp, from which
they would be shipped off to what it was
still possible to deny would be their even-
tual extermination. “I did not want to be
separated from Manfred,” Beck writes,
and he harched a rescue plan with the
help of Lewin’s German boss.

Beck put on a borrowed Hitler-Youth
uniform and went to the deportation
camp. He asked for the director and
explained that Lewin still had the keys to
several apartments that the Hitler Youth
were working on renovating. Beck said he
not only needed help finding the keys, he
also needed Lewin to show him which key
belonged to which apartment. Guards
released Lewin into Beck’s custody, bur
when they were outside, Lewin refused to
go along with the escape plan. That
would mean abandoning his family, and
he went back to the camp.

“No smile, no sadness,” Beck writes.
“In those seconds watching him go, I
grew up.”

“I never saw Manfred again. And I
never really got over the loss.”

Throughout the rest of the war, Beck
actively worked to undermine the Nazis,
and tried to provide help to their intend-
ed victims. “I have to fight,” Beck said he
realized after losing Manfred. 1 cannot
wait until the Nazis take all my friends.”
He became a contact in Berlin for a Swiss-
based Zionist group, and he led a group
that provided Jews with food, housing
and escape plans.

Among others, Beck found that he
could rely on gay Germans. “They would-
n't denounce me because they were in the
same situation,” he said. And after amaz-
ingly narrow escapes — including nearly
being crushed by an allied bomb that
failed to explode — Beck stayed safe dur-
ing the wars last chaotic weeks, thanks to
doctors who kept him in the hospital for
his injuries.

The openness with which it was pos-
sible for Beck to lead a gay life in Nazi
Berlin is striking, but perhaps the most
remarkable thing about his story is his
attitude toward everything that he lost.
Speaking in Madison, Beck's voice still
cracked when telling the story of Man-
fred, but he showed no bitterness.
Instead, Beck said he is concerned about
the re-emergence of ideas like those of the
Nazis, and said he tells his story because
“I have not stopped the fight.”

Beck's book, An Underground Life:
Memoirs of @ Gay Jew in Nazi Berlin, writ-
ten with Frank Heibert and translated from
German by Allison Brown, was published
in October by the University of Wisconsin
Press. Beck's talk was sponsored by the UW
Press, the University of Wisconsin German
Dept., the Center for Jewish Studies and
the Dean of Students Office.

AIDS Ride Names Wisconsin Rectuiter;
Announcment on Ride Totals Scheduled

Madison — AIDS Newwork and Polatta TeamWorks have named Michole

Madden as the Wisconsin Rider Recruiter for the Twin Cities>Wisconsin>Chica-
go AIDS Ride 5 to be held July 10-15, 2000, -

Madden was a rider in the 1999 Twin Cities>Wisconsin>Chicago AIDS Ride
4 and has extensive experience in recruitment and public relations. She will be the
main contact for Wisconsin riders and work to promote both participation of new
riders and retention of past riders. Madden will work our of offices at AIDS Net-
work in Madison and the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin in Milwaukee.

Casey Corbin, AIDS Networlk's director of Public Affairs, expressed his confi-
dence. “Maddens availability to local riders and personal experience as a rider her-
self make her an invaluable recruiter and we look forward ro seeing all of her ener-
gy being used to make this the most successful ride ever!”

AIDS Nerwork will also hosting the AIDS Ride Reunion Party and AIDS Ride
2000 kickoff on Nov. 7 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Great Dane, 123 Doty St. in Madi-
son. AIDS Network and Palotra will announce the total funds raised from the 1999
ride at that event.

“Twin Cities>Wisconsin>Chicago AIDS Ride 5 will be held July 10-15, 2000.
Anyone who would like to register for the ride or have questions regarding the ride

should call Michole Madden at AIDS Network (608) 252-6540 exc.30.
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N
AMERICAN FAMILY

INSURANCE é
AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE

£199% Ametican Family Mutual Insirance Company and its Subsidanies, Home Officc — Madison. W1 53783
huep:/lwww.amfam.com

i SSesl S

6
uunvmbu 4 — November 17, 1999 + IN Step

www.instepnews.com



Guilty Verdict in
Shepard Murder Trial

‘Gay Panic’ Defense Fails

Laramie, Wyo. (AP) — A"drug-dealing roofer was found
guilty on Nov. 3 of murder in the beating of gay college student
Matthew Shepard, a death so brutal that it set off hate-crime
legislation campaigns across the nation,

The verdict of two counts of felony murder makes Aaron
McKinney eligible for. the death penalty.

He was also convicted of second-degree murder, aggravated
robbery and kidnapping. The jury of seven men and five women
returned the verdicts after about 10 hours of deliberation.

The sentencing phase, in which jurors will consider whether
to sentence McKinney to death, was set to begin on Nov. 4.

As the jury prepared to announce its verdict, McKinney, 22,
stood next to his two attorneys, looking impassive, arms crossed in
57 front of him. When the first verdict was
read — guilty of kidnapping - his arms
dropped to his sides. His father, William,
looked straight ahead with no emotion.

Shepard, 21, a University of
Wyoming freshman majoring in political
science, met McKinney and Russell Hen-
derson at a Laramie bar on Oct. 6, 1998.

Prosecutors said McKinney and Rus-
sell Henderson lured Shepard from the
bar and drove him to a remote spot on the
prairie, where they tied him to a wooden
rail fence, robbed him of $20 and pistol-whipped him into a coma.

Eighteen hours later, Shepard, bruised and bleeding, was
found still lashed to the fence. He died five days later at a Fort
Collins, Colo., hospital without regaining consciousness.

Authorities said robbery was the primary motive but that the
slightly-built Shepard also was singled out because he was gay.

McKinney and Henderson were charged with kidnapping,
robbery and murder. Henderson pleaded guilty in April to kid-
napping and murder, and is serving two life sentences.

In closing arguments on Nov. 2, prosecutor Cal Rerucha
paused for 60 seconds to let the jury reflect in silence on the
beating inflicted on Shepard.

“Think what 60 seconds was to Matthew Shepard,”
Rerucha said. “It’s a short time if you're eating an ice cream
cone. It’s a long time if you're descending into hell not knowing

what fate will meet you there.”
Defense attorneys argued that McKinney, in a drug-induced
rage, lost control after Shepard made an unwanted sexual advance.
They were barred from using a “gay panic” strategy, which
is based on the theory that a person with latent gay tendencies
will have an uncontrollable, violent reaction when proposi-
tioned by a gay person.

District Judge Barton Voigr ruled thart the strategy was akin to -

temporary insanity or a diminished-capacity defense — both pro-
hibited under Wyoming law. The ruling essentially let the defense
argue the beating was a crime of passion but not present the theo-
ry that the passion was caused by a specific mental condition.

In his closing argument, public defender Dion Custis told
the jury that McKinney was in an “emotional rage.”

“(He) is not a cold-blooded murderer, ladies and gentlemen,
he reacted,” Custis said. “There was no thought process.”

Shepard’s death sparked vigils denouncing the murder as a
hate crime and renewed efforts for laws protecting homosexuals
from such crimes.

In Wyoming’s Legislature, however, proposed hate-crime
bills failed. Opponents complained that gays and other protect-
ed groups would get special treatment and argued that existing
laws are enough. President Clinton’s push to expand federal hate
crime legislation to protect gays also fell short.

Shepard went to high school in Switzerland, spoke three lan-
guages and had traveled the world before returning to his native
Wyoming to attend the university. He was raised in a close, lov-
ing family made comfortable by his fathers job in a multina-
tional oil company.

Muslims Issue Death
Edict Against Gay Playwright

London — A Muslim cleric in Britain has issued a death
warrant against the award-winning American playwright Ter-
rence McNally. Sheik Omar Bakri Muhammad condemned
McNally’s play Corpus Christi for depicting Jesus Christ as a
homosexual. Muslims regard Jesus as a messenger of Allah.
Sheik Muhammad said that McNally will face arrest and execu-
tion if he travels to Muslim countries.

McNally is the author of gay-themed plays like Kiss of the
Spiderwoman, Love! Valour! Compassion! and Lips Together, Teeth
Apart. His works have faced boycotts and picketing by Christ-
ian fundamentalists in the United States. Authorities in New
York have warned McNally of the impending threat and he has
reportedly taken security measures.

r

Every
Ride’s An
Adventure

Whether it's cruising down
Main Street or heading
down the interstate, the
Intruder” 800 from Suzuki
makes the ride something
to remember.

Strong low and mid-range torque
from 45-degree V-twin engine
A
Custom-looking chrome exhoust and
muffler system
A
Minimal vibration with 45-degree
phase, dual pink crankshaft,

gvommuo
356 RACING 5%

7221 §.13th St. ® Oak Creek
414.764.2800

“Mention this ad for special price.

~

The wait is finally over...

with same-day HIV test results.

The STD Specialties Clinic is very proud to announce it is now offering
anonymous HIV testing with same-day results. Imagine, no more waiting weeks
for your test results... reduce your anxiety. As always, your test is completely anonymous.

The Abbott/Murex SUDS HIV-1 test has demonstrated consistent accuracy
in clinical trials and is used in more than 700 testing laboratories across the country.

STD Specialties Clinic, Inc.

At Suzuki, wo want svery ride to be safe and enjoyable. So
slways wear 2 helmat, sye protoction snd protective clothing.

Hours:

3251 N. Holton St.

Afterwords

books & espresso

2710 N. Murray
(just 5 blocks from UWM)

414.963.9089

www.afterwords.com

[cards]

[music]

[videos]

[espresso]

[gifts]

Light Up the Season!
Rainbow Votive Arch

MONDAY-THURSDAY

Bam TO 6HFM

CLOSED:

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Milwaukee, WI 53212
414.264.8800 ;

Never ride under the influence of alcobol or other druga. Study
your ewner’s manusl and always inspect your Suuki before
ndipg. Take @ niding skilts course. For the course nearest you.
call the Motoreyce Safety Foundation at 1-800-446-8227

Available at Afterwords...
Your gay gift headquarters!

IN Step - November 4 - November 17, 1999 m

Call 414.264.8800 for information or appointments

www.instepnews.com



! NOW OPEN!

|
|
|
I

““0

| North Shore
| BISTRO

RiverPoint Village
1-43 & Brown Deer Rd.
Mon.-Thur. 11am

Fri. & Sat. 11am

Sun. 4pm

3549 N. Oakland Ave.
Mon.-Sat. 11am

Sun. 9am

NEW Sunday Brunch Menu

I Mon.-Fri. 11am

1030 E. Juneau Ave.

Sat. & Sun. 9am

8
November , - November 17, 1999 - IN Step

LGBT Catholic
Group Announces
Guest Speaker

Milwaukee — Rebuilding Faith, now
in its third year, is a group of LGBT
Catholics who meet the first Sunday of the
month to discuss issues, ideas and con-
cerns related to their faith and language.
Rebuilding Faith has announced that
David Schimmel will return to speak ar
their monthly meeting on Sunday, Nov. 7
at 10:30 a.m. at Holy Trinity/Guadalupe,
613 §. 4th St

The topic of Schimmels ralk and dis-
cussion is “Face to Face with Fundamental-
ism: Standing Firm and Bearing Witness
with a Message to Christians of the Sexual
Minority.” Schimmel is based in Chicago
and is the editor of Passion: Christian Spiri-
tuality from a Gay Perspective, a monthly
national newsletter for the LGBT commu-
nity. The publication is in its sixth year.
Schimmel has spent the last 17 years work-
ing in adult spiritual formation as a speaker,
writer, retreat director and spiritual director.

Basic meetings have a formar of an
hour-and-a-half consisting of open prayer
ot meditation and a guest speaker or panel
who offer some reflections for discussion.
The facilitator leads the group in an open
discussion and a final opportunity to share
in prayer. Besides their monthly meetings,
the group hosts other spiritual and/or
social activities. For further information,
please call (414) 481-8543.

12K, LAMM &
WCA Present
First Annual
Women’s Art Fair

Milwaukee — Lesbian 2000 (L2K)
and the Lesbian Alliance of Metro-Mil-
waukee (LAMM), in conjunction with
Wisconsin Corporate Alliance (WCA),
presents the First Annual Women's Art
Fair on Dec. 5 from noon to 5 p.m. at the
LGBT Community Center, 170 S. 2Znd St.

Women artists from Milwaukee, Madi-
son, Minneapolis and Chicago will display
and sell original artwork at affordable prices.
Beverages and sweets will also be available.
This exciting holiday event is open to the
public. A $2 donation is requested.

LAMM, the largest organization of les-
bian and bisexual women in the state, is
committed to the empowerment of les-
bians by providing a safe environment,
cultivating diversity, and creating opportu-
nities, vehicles and resources for lesbians
to effect change. WCA is comprised of les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgendered

employees of several Milwaukee compa-
nies. Their mission is to promote diversity
initiatives in the workplace and in the
communities we live in, and to be a
resource for LGBT employees and
employee groups. For further information
call Chris ar (414) 873-6623 or Gwen at
(414) 540-0335.

Milwaukee Pride
Band Holiday Concert

Milwaukee — The Milwaukee Pride
Band has set rehearsal schedules for the
holiday concert season. They are the first
and third Mondays of the month at The
M&M Club located at 124 N. Water
Streer (upstairs). The second and fourth
Tuesdays at the MCC Church 1239 W.
Mineral Avenue. Rehearsals start at 7:30
p.m. and all interested persons are encour-
aged to attend.

Milwaukee Pride Band members are
also selling “Entertainment 2000” books
for $35. The funds will be used to help
Milwaukee Pride Band perform in Mon-
treal's Gay Pride Parade in June. Persons
interested in purchasing a book can call
Ron Thate ar (414) 277-0434.

The purpose of Milwaukee Pride Band
is to provide musical venues under a march-
ing/concert band umbrella, for the mem-
bers of southeastern LGBT community.

For more informarion on hew you can
get involved and support Milwaukee Pride
Band, please call (414) 933-3743, write
Milwaukee Pride Band, PO Box 1840,
Milwaukee, W1 53201-1840 or e-mail
mlpband@aol.com:

2 Burn: A Hot New
Idea In Fireplaces

Wauwatosa — 2 Burn, a unique show-
room of ventless fireplaces, has recenty
opened in Regency Commons strip mall,
one-half mile north of Mayfair Mall on W.
North Ave, The store is the first retail store
of its kind in Wisconsin, and is named after
its female owners. 2 Burn also features oil
lamps, aromatherapy, candles, Wild Berry
incense and outdoor Mexican fireplaces.

The store offers a wide variety of vent-
less fireplaces perfectly suited for the
condo or apartment owner. They are com-
pletely portable and inexpensive to oper-
ate; the homeowner may place these fire-
places in any desired location. The all
wood mantles are handcrafted in Mexico.
The Mexican outdoor fireplaces, known as
chimeneas, are made of thick-walled terra
cotta and come in several designs.

2 Burn can also blend the colors of
candle oil to match your furniture or inte-
riors. The store carries a complete line of
hand-blown crystal oil lamps. The owners
will be exhibiting local artwork. They can
be reached by calling (414) 412-6176 or

by e-mail at toburn_inc@yahoo.com
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VIRACEPT

nelfinavir mesylate

tablects an d oral powder

information for Patients About VIRACEPT® (Vi-ra-cept)
Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel-FIN-na-veer) mesylate

For the Treatment of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection

Please read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT., Also, please read this leaflet each time
ou renew the prescription, just in case ing has changed. Thisis a sumrnarﬂnd not a replacement
?ur a careful discussion with your doctor. You and doctor should discuss VIRACEPT when you start
taking this medication and at regular checkups. You should remain under a doctor's care when taking
VIRACEPT and should not change or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor.

WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK? :

VIRACEPT is used in the treatment of people with human Immunodeﬁcnenc{ virus (HIV) infection.
infection with HIV leads to the destruction of CD4 T cells, which are important to the immune system.
After a large number of CD4 cells have been destroyed, the infected person develops acquired immune
deficien ?ndrnme {Jltlnoscgel b

VIRACEPT works by bl n%HIV protease (a protein-cutting enzyme), which is required for HIV to
multiply. VIRACEPT has been shown to signifi reduce the amount of HIV in the biood. You should
be aware, however, that the effect of VIRACEPT on HIV in the blood has not been correlated with long-
term health benefits. Patients who took VIRACEPT also had significant increases in their CD4 cell count.

VIRACEPT is usually taken together with other antiretroviral drugs such as Retrovir® (zidovudine,
AZT), Epivir® (lamivudine, 3TC), or Zerit® (stavudine, d4T). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other
antiretroviral drugs reduces the amount of HIV in the (viral load) and raises CD4 counts.

VIRACEPT may be taken by adults, adolescents, and children 2 years of age or older. Studies in infants
younger than 2 years of age are now taking place.

DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS?

VIRACEPT is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of VIRACEPT are not known at
this time. People taking VIRACEPT stiil develop opportunistic infections or other conditions
associated with HIV infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections,
M) rium avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi's sarcoma.

t is not known whether VIRACEPT will help you live longer or reduce the number of infections or other
ilinesses that may occur.

There is no proof that VIRACEPT can reduce the risk of transmitting HIV to others through sexual
contact or blood contamination.

WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT?

Together with your doctor, Kuu need to decide whether VIRACEPT is appropriate for you. In making
your decision, the following should be considered:

Allergles: If you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you must not take VIRACEPT.
You should also inform your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as
other medicines, foods, preservatives, or axss

If you are pregnant: effects of VIRACEPT on pregnant women or their unborn babies are not
s?gxgtéiryou are pregnant or plan to become pregnant, you should tell your doctor before taking

if you are breast-feeding: You should discuss with your doctor the best mﬁo feed your baby. You
should be aware that if your baby does not already have HIV, there is a chance that it can be transmitted
mroufh breast-feeding. Women should not breast-feed if they have HIV.

Children: VIRACEPT is available for the treatment of children 2 through 13 years of age with HIV. There
is a powder form of VIRACEPT that can be mixed with milk, baby formula, or foods like pudding.
Instructions on how to take VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that discusses how
VIRACEPT Oral Powder should be Em?ared.

It you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not been studied in people with liver disease. If you have liver
disease, you should tell your doctor before taking VIRACEPT.

Other medical problems: Certain medical problems may affect the use of VIRACEPT. Some people
mkinF protease inhibitors have developed new or more Serious diabetes or hl&h blood sugar. Some
people with hemophilia have had increased bleeding. It is not known whether the protease inhibitors
caused these problems. Be sure to tell your doctor if you have hemophilia types A and B, diabetes
mellitus, or an increase in thirst and/or frequent urination. .

CAN VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDICATIONS?
VIRACEPT may interact with other drugs, including those you take without a prescription. You must
discuss with your doctor-any drugs that you are taking®or are planning to take before you take VIRACEPT.

Drugs you should not take with VIRACEPT:
« Seldane® (terfenadine, for allergies)
+ Hismana iaslemizoia, for allemies*
* Propulsid® (cisapride, for heartburn
= Cordarone™ (amiodarane, for irregular heartbeat)
= Quinidine (for irregular heartheat?. also known as Quinaglute? Cardioquin? Quinidex? and others
= Ergot derivatives (Cafergot® and others, for migraine headache)
» Halcion® (triazolam)
« Versed® (midazolam)
Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious and/or life-threatening adverse events.
* Rifampin (for tuberculosis), also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®
This drug reduces biood levels of VIRACEPT.

Dose reduction required If you take VIRACEPT with:
Mycobutin® (rifabutin, for MAC); you will need to take a lower dose of Mycobutin.

A change of therapy should be considered if you are taking VIRACEPT with:
= Phenobarbital
= Phenytoin (Dilantin® and others)
= Carbamazepine (Tegretol® and others)
These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPT in your blood and make it less effective.
e g o o e o 1.
ou are taking the 0 prevent pregnancy, you should use a different of contraception since
Vﬂ!-lACEPT may mdugs the eﬁectivagesus of gajs::nantracepﬂves. i i

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER ANTI-HIV DRUGS?

Taking VIRACEPT together with other anti-HIV drugs increases their ability to fight the virus. It also
reduces the opportunity for resistant viruses to grow. Based on your history of taking other anti-HIV
medicine, your doctor will direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti-HIV medicines. These
drugs should be taken in a certain order or at specific times. This will depend on how many times a day
each medicine should be taken. It will also depend on whether it should be taken with or without food.

Nucleoside analogues: No drug interaction problems were seen when VIRACEPT was given with:

* Retrovir (zidovudine, AZT)
* Epivir (lamivudine, 37C)

= Zerit ﬁtavudine. d412

« Videx®(didanosine, dl%n

If you are taking both Videx (ddl) and VIRACEPT: Videx should be taken without food, on an empty
;Lum!::h.v'l_'gereture. you should take VIRACEPT with food one hour after or more than two hours before

u take Videx.

Nonnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs):

When VIRACEPT is taken together with:

* Viramune® (nevira inag

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be reduced. Studies are now taking place to learn about

the safety of combining VIRACEPT with Viramune.
= Other NNRTIs

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNRTIs.
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Other protease inhibitors:
mn H.R?chIPTJIs taken together with:

. van® (indinavir;
The amuu(nt of boﬂa drugs in your biood nn;aﬁy be increased. Currently, there are no safety and efficacy
data arvgilaﬁlile from the use of this combination.

= Norvir onavir
The amo{um of VIRACEPT in your blood be increased. Currently, there are no safety and efficacy
dat? av:i.!ahle 'T?vi the use of this combination.
Invirase® (saguinavir \

: Tq‘te amnu[nl gf saqulr)mvlr in your blood may be increased. If used in combination with saquinavir hard
gelatin capsules at 600 mg three times daily, no dose adjustments are needed. Currently, there are no
safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT? ’ y

Like all medicines, VIRACEPT can cause side effects. Most of the side effects experienced with
VIRACEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea is the most common side effect in people taki
VIRACEPT, and most adult patients had at least mild diarrhea at some Point durmg treatment. In clinica
studies, about 20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 mg n?rhom tablets) three times daily had four or
more loose stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled using antidiarrheal medicines, such
as Imodium® A-D (loperamide) and others, which are available without gx(r:ascnrlion.

Other side eﬂect% aﬁt occuméi in %% or more of patients receiving VIRACEPT include abdominal pain,
asthenia, nausea, flatulence, and rasn. . : -

There were other side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in less than 2% of patients receiving
VIRACEPT. However, these side effects may have been due to other drugs that patients were taking or to
the illness itself. Except for diarrhea, there were not many differences in side effects in patients who took
VIRACEPT along with other drugs compared with those who took only the other drugs. Fora complete list
of side effects, ask your docler, nurse, or pharmacist.

HOW SHOULD | TAKE VIRACEPT? y

VIRACEPT is available only with your doctor's prescription. The light biue VIRACEPT Tablets should be
taken three times a day. VIRACEPT should always be taken with a meal or a light snack. You do not have
10 take VIRACEPT exactly every 8 hours. Instead, you can take it at normal times when you are eating.

Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor. Do not increase or decrease any dose or the
number of doses per day. Also, take this medicine for the exact period of time that your doctor has
instlrucn;d. Do not stop taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your doctor, even If you are
feeling better. .

Only'taka medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not give VIRACEPT to others or
take medicine prescribed for someone else.

The dosing of VIRACEPT may be different for ﬁu than for other patients. Follow the directions from
your doctor, exactly as written on the label. The amount of VIRACEPT in the blood shouid remain
somewhat consistent over time. Missing doses will cause the concentration of VIRACEPT to decrease;
therefore, you should not miss any doses. However, if you miss a dose, you should take the dose as
soon as possible and then take your next scheduled dose and future doses as originally scheduled.

Dosing in adults (including children 14 !ur_s of age and older)
The recommended adult dose of VIRACEPT is 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. Each
dose should be taken with a meal or light snack.

Dnnlnm children 2 through 13 years of age

The VIRACEPT dose in children dgﬂends on their weight. The recommended dose is 20 to 30 mg/kg (or
9 to 14 mg/pound) per dose, taken three times daily with a meal or light snack. This can be-administered
either in tablet form or, in children unable to take tablets, as VIRACEPT Oral Powder. ]

Dose instructions will be provided by the child's doctor. The dose will be given three times daily using the
measuring scoop provided, a measuring teaspoon, or one or more tablets depending on the weight and
age of the child. The amount of oral powder or tablets to be given to a child is described In the chart below.

Pediatric Dose to Be Administered Three Times Daily
Body Weight Number Number Number
of Level of Level of
Kg Lb Scoops® Teaspoons' Tablets
7 <85 15.5 1o <18.5 4 1 -
8.5 to <10.5 18.5 to <23 5 14 -
10.5 to <12 23 1 <265 6 " . -
12 to <14 26.5 lo <31 7 1%
14 to <16 31 1w <35 8 2
16 to <18 35 to <395 9 2% -
18 to <23 39.5 to <50.5 10 24 2
223 250.5 15 3% 3

In measuring oral powder, the scoop or teaspoon should be level.

* 1 level scoop contains 50 mg of VIRACEPT. Use only the scoop provided with your VIRACEPT bottle.

' 1 level teaspoon contains 200 mg of VIRACEPT. Note: A measuring teaspoon used for dispensing
medication should be used for measuring VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your pharmacist to make sure
you have a medication dispensing teaspoon.

How should VIRACEPT Oral Powder be prepared?

The oral powder may be mixed with a small amount of water, milk, formula, soy formula, soy milk,
dietary supplements, or dairy foods such as pudding or ice cream. Once mixed, the entire amount must
be taken to obtain the full dose.

Do not mix the powder with any acidic food or juice, such as orange or grapefruit juice, apple juice, or
apple sauce, because this may create a bitter taste.

nce the powder is mixed, it may be stored at room temperature or refrigerated for up to 6 hours. Do
not heat the mixed dose once it has been prepared,

Do not add water to bottles of oral powder.

VIRACEPT powder is supplied with a scoop for measuring. For help in determining the exact dose of
powder for your child, please ask your doctor, nurse; or pharmacist.

VIRACEPT Oral Powder contains aspartame, a low-calorie sweetener, and therefore should not be
taken by children with phenylketonuria (PKU).

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE STORED?

Keep VIRACEPT and all other medicines out of the reach of children. Keep bottle closed and store at
room temperature (between 59°F and 86°F) away from sources of moisture such as a sink or other damp
place. Heat and moisture may reduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT.

Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. Be sure that if you throw any
medicine away, it is out of the reach of children.

Discuss all questions about your health with your doctor. If you have questions about VIRACEPT
or any other medication you are taking, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You can also call
1.888.VIRACEPT (1.888.847.2237) toll free.

The following are re%istarad trademarks of their respective manufacturers: Retrovir, Epivir/Glaxo
Wellcorne Oncology/HIV; Zerit, Videx/Bristol-Myers Squibb Oncology; Invirase, Versed/Roche Laboratories
Inc; Seldane, Rifadin, Rifamate, Rifater/Hoechst Marion Roussel; Hismanal, Propulsid/Janssen
Pharmaceutica Inc; Halcion, Mycobutin/Pharmacia & Upjohn Co; Rimactane, Tegretol/CibaGeneva
Pharmaceuticals; Viramune/Roxane Laboratories, Inc; Dilantin/Parke-Davis; Crixivan/Marck & Co, Inc;
Imodium A-D/McNeil Consumer Products Co; Cordarone/Wyeth- ‘_Yersl Laboratories; Quinaglute/Berlex
Laboratories; Cardioquin/The Purdue Frederick Co; Quinidex/A.H. Robins Co, Inc; Cafergot/Novartis
Pharmaceuticals Corp. Norvir is a trademark of Abbott Laboratories. ;

Issued 11/13/97
sgauran

CALL 1.888.VIRACEPT

VIRACEPT is a registered trademark of Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Copyright ©1999 Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Al rights reserved. ool
L.a Jolla, California, 82037, USA
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Barron Murder
Victim May
Have Been Gay

Barron, Wis. — The investigation of
the brutal murder of local resident
Michael J. Hatch in the early hours of
Oct, 20 rook an unusual twist last week as
widespread speculation arose about the
victim's perceived sexual orientation.

According to reports from the Associ-
ated Press and the weekly Barron News-
Shield, Hatch's family reported him miss-
ing after he failed to return home. Sher-
iff's deputies located his body in a corn
figld Oct. 21 with the assistance of one of
his artackers.

Three individuals have been arrested:
Ray C. Walton, 33, Cory L. Kralewski,
21, and Mary C. Reed, 34. Kralewski
apparently knew Hartch well, having gone
to high school with him.

Barron County Judge James Eaton
released Reed on a $10,000 property
bond. Kralewski's bond was set Oct. 25 at
$250,000 cash. Walton is in jail on a pro-
bation hold and has not yet been charged.

The trio have told investigators con-
flicting stories, according to Barron
County investigator Al Lenz. Ir.is known
that }n“owmg a night of drinking at three
local bars, Hatch and his atrackers drove
to a remote spot near the Barron-Dunn
county line. The three men then left the
two vehicles and both Kralewski and Wal-
ton hit Hatch with tire irons. According
to Reed, Kralewski allegedly struck the
fatal blows to the victim’s head. Kralewski
claims that he began the beating bur that
Walton then “took over.”

Following the - murder the trio
returned to Barron where they noticed
blood on both vehicles and decided to
wash them. At the car wash the men also
washed the tire irons to remove blood and
fingerprints. While there Reed alleged
that Kralewski also told her that he had
taken $40 from Hatch.

Beginning Oct. 26, both Action Wis-
consin (AW) and the midwest regional
office of PFLAG began receiving emails

about the murder and a possible “gay
angle” from their members and others in
the region.

AW confirmed reports that Hatch was
profoundly deaf, wore two visible hearing
aids and often used written notes to com-
municate. According o Reed’s statement,
throughout the rvcning Kralewski was
playing “head games” with Hatch and thar
both Walton and Kralewski “were writing
a lot of stuff on paper to this kid to read.”
Investigators confirmed have some of
those notes in their possession but
declined to release their content at this
time due to the ongoing investigation.

Investigators also volunteered that
Harch apparently had not been drinking
alcoholic beverages, although his attackers
drank significantly over a six hour period.

Several sources confirmed robbery as a
possible motive. A number of witnesses
had reported Hatch had been playing ille-
gal video poker machines and won a “sig-
nificant sum of money,” according to
News-Shield reporter Bob Groshong,

Multiple sources also confirmed thar
Hatch followed his attackers from one bar
to another. Reed claims that she had talked
Kralewski into leaving and going to a sec-
ond bar but that Hatch followed them
there. After further conversation, however,
all four decided to go to a third tavern,

Despite a number of reports from
both a number of sources, Harch's real or
perceived sexual orientation remains
unknown.

According to Groshong, speculation
abour Harch’s orientation amongst Bar-
ron’s non-gay residents was more idle gos-
sip. “A number of the women who [ work
with came up to me and asked if [ had
heard that he (Hatch) might have been
gay,” he said. The speculation also did not
begin until a week after the murder
Groshong noted.

Barron also has been in the news on
another LGBT-related matter. The Wis-
consin ACLU recently announced a settle-
ment of a lawsuit with the Barron School
District over its removal of several Gay-
themed books from the school library.

Based on the currently available infor-
mation, Action Wisconsin cautiously has
concluded that presently Michael Hatch's
real or perceived sexual orientation
appears to be coincidental rather than
motivational to his murder. “Bad things
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happen to all kinds of people, whether
they're Gay or otherwise,” AW state presi-
dent E M. "Mike” Fitzpatrick said.

However, Mary -Reed’s reports of
‘head games,’ and the unknown content
of the recovered notes combined give Fitz-
patrick pause. “Two key questions remain
unanswered ar this time, he said. “First,
why would the investigators even ask the
Hatch family if their son was Gay unless
they have evidence that warrants such a
suspicion? Second, is there any gay-related
content in those notes?”

Anti-Domestic
Partnership Bills
Advance

Madison — The Family Law Com-
mittee of the Wisconsin Assembly vored
October 28 to send anti-domestic part-
nership bills AB 499 and AB 500 to the
floor for a vote.

The two bills, introduced by Rep.
Steven Nass (R-Whitewater) respectively
would, if passed, allow municipal govern-
ments to refuse to bargain collectively on
domestic benefits with union locals, and
prohibit the state from offering domestic
partnership benefits for state employees.

The committee voted were 5-4 along
party lines. Republicans voted unani-
mously for recommendation to the Assem-
bly and Democrats unanimously against.
According to Dan Ross of Action Wiscon-
sin who attended the commitree meeting;
the votes were taken with little comment.

“There was very little discussion.”
Ross said. “Representatives Staskunas and
Berceau explained why they were voting
against both bills. No one spoke in favor
of either bill."

Rep. Bonnie Ladwig (R-Racine)
moved and Rep. Mark Pertis (R-Hartel)
seconded the motions to vote to recom-

YOUTH PROGRAMS

Project
Youth Drop-In

Join your friends, and meet some new ones,
at the loud and proud Project Q—Youth
Drop-Ins. What is it? It's whatever you want
to make it. Activities included group discus-
sions, movies, hang time, poetry reading,
arts & crafts, and more. Best of all, it’s free,
it's safe, and there’s plenty of coffee.

Tuesdays, 4:30-9pm
Fridays, 5-10:30pm

170 South 2nd Street
414-271-2656 www.mkelgbt.org

mend to bills,

Floor votes on the bill may come as soon
as November 4 or may be delayed until next
week, according to legislative aides in Rep.
Mark Pocan’s (D-Madison) office.

Bigendered
Wisconsin
Woman on
‘Sally’

Green Bay — Stephanie Calewarts, a
self-described bigendered woman, will
appear on the nationally syndicated Sally
Jesse Raphael ralk show Nov. 5. The pro-
gram’s topic is listed as “I Was Born Both
A Man And A Woman.”

Bigenderism, also known as intersexed
or hermaphroditism is a rare condition
which occurs when an individual possess-
es both male and female reproducrive
organs. The condition is believed to occur
in less than'1 in 10,000 births.

The emergence of the transgendered
movement also has brought bigenderism
to public awareness recently. Last week the
Supreme Court of the South American
country of Colombia agreed to review the
case of an intersexed individual. The case
requests that the court declare that surgery
to “normalize” infants born with dual or
indeterminate sexual organs is a violation
of their human right of self-determination.

Calewarts taped the show in New York
late last summer. The Sally show staff then
decided to schedule the program's airing
during the November Nielson “sweeps
ratings. Because the show is syndu.atcd
air times will vary from city to city.

Milwaukee
LGBT
Community
Center

www.instepnews.com
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Seeing is Believing

by Chris Ont
couple  of
years ago, |
: or a kick

out of the way a
strip club catering
to heterosexual men
side-stepped a local
ordinance. They
werent allowed to
* have nudity in
places where alcohol was served, so they
served juice instead of liquor.

Juice! How wholesome. The forces of
righteousness, however, were not deterred.
Their leader was a woman who inveighed
against this kind of immorality, bur I
couldn't help but suspect that her real rea-
son was something more simple: compared
to the strippers, she looked like a tuber.

Social conservatives tend to be against
any kind of sex without their prior
approval, but something that gets them
just as agitated is the sight of sex, or even
just the uncovered human body. These are
the kind of people who buy those custom-
edited versions of Titanic on videotape,
because while it's OK to let the kids watch
about a thousand people drown, God for-
bid they see Kate Winsler's bare breasts.
And, of course, theyre not too keen on
representations of the “homosexual
lifestyle” either. Just think of the contro-
versy a couple of years ago over Ellen, who
never even threatened to lift her sweater.

All this is tied up in one crazy litde
bundle, and it's worth taking a closer
look. What is really going on in the
minds of people who claim to abhor
homosexuality but who don't seem to be
too comfortable with heterosexuality
either? Or even bodies generally?

The other night at the video store, 1
picked out a smutty movie which my
boyfriend and I hadn't seen yet: Shake-
speare in Love. Gwyneth Paltrow’s bare
bosom offends the eye of the Creator for
several whole minutes, and children
everywhere are endangered by the specta-
cle of Joseph Fiennes, stripped to the
waist. Worse still, Paltrow and Fiennes are
actually depicted in the carnal act.

Those scenes were interesting to
watch, and they made me realize some-
thing. Until the last 30 or 40 years — and
especially in the last 20, thanks to cable,
video, and now the Net — the only way
to find out how other people had sex was
either to have really candid friends, or to

see it firsthand as a participant or voyeur.
Some did this with gusto, but most
couldn’t or didn't, and there still must be
millions and millions of people who have
never seen anybody else have sex. Histor-
ically speaking, even photos of people in
the nude are still relatively new and
taboo. Before all of this — and even now,
for some — ignorance was a kind of bliss.

Things are changing in a big way.

I can't help but wonder if one of the
main reasons that conservatives tend to
oppose depicting something as ordinary
as the human body and something as
common as sex is because they dread the
comparisons. Things were bad enough

WHAT IS REALLY GOING ON
IN THE MINDS OF PEOPLE
WHO CLAIM TO ABHOR
HOMOSEXUALITY BUT

WHO DON'T SEEM TO BE
T00 COMFORTABLE WITH
HETEROSEXUALITY EITHER?

when your husband could compare you
to 2 model, or some vixen prancing
around while he sips his juice. Now your
technique in bed is open to criticism too,
and not just because of pornography. A
movie as ordinary as Shakespeare in Love
raises the bar by showing us all images of
what good sex might be like.

There can, of course, be a downside
to this. Suggestive ads, pornography, and
Oscar-winning films can create torally
unrealistic expectations about what we
should look like, and about the kind and
quantity of sex we should be having, It’s
not fair to forger about all the other
things that make a person — and a rela-
tionship — when you're comparing your-
self or your lover to Joseph Fiennes.

But there’s something good about this
too. We shouldn't all be exhibitionists and
Peeping Toms, but neither should we try
to pretend thar ignorance is a virtue.
Thanks in part to movies and TV pro-
grams that show sex for what it is, were
becoming more and more candid about
sex and sexual orientation. There’s still a
long way to go, but even depictions of gay
lovin' are moving out of porn and into
more ordinary settings. This is not the
result of some nefarious “liberal agenda” to
control the media — it's what happens
when peoples natural curiosity wins out

over prudery.

Opposition to sex in the movies and
on TV is rooted in people’s fears of how
they stack up, plus their fears of what
might appeal to them. But slowly but sure-
ly, these objections are falling by the way-
side as people learn more. We're starting to
depict sex like the normal, natural part of
life that it is, and seeing is believing.

Chris Ott can be reached by sending e-mail to se@sipu.com
ot in core of IN Step.

Letters

" SRR R R ]
Hard-on Police

To the Editor—

In its latest assault on Wisconsin's nude
beach at Mazomanie, Vic Eliason’s hate
broadcasting empire, WVCY, presented an
update on efforts by right-wing “Chris-
tians” to get nudity outlawed in our state.

On a recent program, Marv Munyon
of the Madison-based Family Rescarch
Institute proposed what he thought was a
simply way to meet the demands of his
religious right-wingers.

Currently, the state’s lewid and lascivi-
ous behavior law makes a criminal of any-
one who “Publically and indecently exposes
genitals or pubic area.” Munyon has asked
legislators (Republicans, without a doubt)
to strike “and indecently” and thereby make
any public exposure of genitals illegal.

Only trouble for poor Marvin is that
in the Wisconsin Statues, “genitals” does
not seem to include a woman’s breasts,
since in several places breasts have been
treated as dinstinct from genitals. Accord-
ingly, Munyon’s proposal would do noth-
ing to prevent a woman from exposing
her breasts. That seems fair enough, since

men are allowed to expose that area of
their bodies.

The result of WVCY’s efforts could
be that the oft-demonstrated sexual and
legal expertise of Alberta Darling is called
upon to cobble togeher some new law on
nudity. Now, in a couple of places in the
Wisconsin Statues, “nudity” is defined to
include “any male human being with cov-
ered genitals in a dicernibly turgid state.”

So, if the “Christian” right has its way,
we could find that women visiting
Mazomanie are allowed to go rtopless,
while men who might be excited by those
topless women will have to wear chastity

belts to keep things legally in place.
Al Geiersbach
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Mazo Beach is Not a
Gay Issue ... or Is It?

! by Scott Evertz

he controver-
sy surround-
ing the nude

beach at Mazomanie
is starting to resem-
ble a lot of issues
to which the gay and
lesbian community
attaches itself. When we want the support
of the general population to help our var-
ious causes, we articulate that those issues
are not “gay” issues. When our position is
attacked, however, we articulate chat those
doing the attacking are anti-gay. 'm sorry,
but you can't have it both ways.

For years, this is how the case for
funding HIV/AIDS education, preven-
tion and research has been made. In the
early years of the pandemic, we were con-
stantly saying “AlIDS is not a gay disease;
it affects everyone” to win widespread
political and financial support. As soon,
however, as someone threatened to cut off
that support, they were accused of being
homophobic, because AIDS dispropor-
tionately affected gay men. It always
struck me thar it is very illogical to argue
both points, We should never put our-

selves in the position of having to hide the
truth in order to get what we want and
need. The American people, our govern-
ment and not-for-profit agencies should
fully support HIVAIDS education, pre-
vention and research in spite of the fact
that HIV disease continues to dispropor-
tionately affect gay men, people of color
and [V-drug users. A

Now, on a much less serious issue,
members of the gay/lesbian community
are using the same tactic to artempt to
prevent the state Assembly from imple-
menting a ban on nude sunbathing on
state lands. Gay men — and | assume
some lesbians, although I know of none
— are feverishly expending political capi-
tal to fight the proposed ban. In defense of
the nude beach, they have argued that the
majority of those using the beach are het-
crosexual men and women, many of
whom are with their families. See, they
say, keeping the beach open is not a gay
issue. However, they quickly attack those
who are in support of the ban as “anti-
gay.” Well now, wait a second. Is it or is it
not a “gay” issue. “Sure it is,” they reply,
“Ralph Ovadal is involved in the proposed
ban and we all know how anti-gay he is.”
OK, then, it IS a gay issue. “No it isn',
they claim.”

If you're frustrated reading this
column, imagine how frustrating it is to
argue this issue with nude-beach propo-
nents. You can't do so logically. There is,

however, a logical explanation for this
whole issue. Here goes: Nude sunbathing,
in and of itself, is not a gay issue and those
who would like to continue to do so are
correct in arguing this point. Public sex,
however, IS a gay issue and 1 would

WE HAVE NO PARTICULAR
RIGHT TO SUNBATHE

IN THE NUDE ON
STATE-OWNED LAND

AND WE CERTAINLY

HAVE NO RIGHT TO

HAVE SEX IN PUBLIC.

maintain it is the issue about which those
many claim are anti-gay are concerned. If
indeed, you simply go to the nude beach
to sunbathe — be you straight or gay —
you are participating in an activity which
can be characterized as neither “straight”
nor ‘gay.”

I, however, you go to the nude beach
and wander through the bushes or out
onto a sandbar to have public sex with one
or two (or more) anonymous partners,
then you are participating in an activity
disproportionately engaged in by gay men
(and not lesbians, I might add). And don't
even try to use the “some people issued

citations for public sex are straight”
argument. You know as well as I that such
situations are anomalies. You know that
on any given Saturday or Sunday you can
see plenty of gay men cavorting in the
woods while you hardly ever see straight
couples doing similarly.

So, is the nude beach a gay issue? It
sure is if the reason you're concerned
abour the possibility of a ban on nude
sunbathing being enacted is that you want
to be able to continue to go to Mazo to
have sex in the great outdoors. You know,
however, that you can't appear before a
legislative committee and argue that you
want your right to engage in public sex on
state-owned land preserved, so you say it
isnt a gay issue and that you and your
straight allies are united in your cause to
preserve nude sunbaching.

I don't particularly like Ralph Ovadal
and his tactics (and Ralph, please stop
distributing those flyers in my neighbor-
hood — it's not my fault Mark Pocan is
my state representative), but on this one
he's right. We have no particular right to
sunbathe in the nude on state-owned land
and we certainly have no right to have sex
in public. If I thought he were this smart,
I'd even say he and his cronies got
involved in the whole issue to make us
look stupid sex obsessed and waste valu-
able political capiral.

Indeed, nude sunbathing ISN'T a gay
issue, but the behavior of many gay men
who choose to do it have made it one. Ralph

Ovadal and the state Assembly didnt! ¥

"AIDS NIARALY:

People...Our Bottom Line!

Prevention, Comprehensive Legal Services, Case Management, Advocacy,
Education, Support Services, Community Leadership... Fox All Of Us/

MADISON (608) 252-6540 ~ BELOIT (608) 364-4027 ~ JANESVILLE (608) 756-2550

www.instepnews.com

Ventless Fireplaces
starting at $249

Glass Oil Candles
perfect for the holidays!

10% Off with this ad!

Candles & Gift ltems

Chimenea Outdoor
Fireplaces
starting at S115

—2Burn—
11708 W. North Avenue » Wauwatosa, Wl

414.607.7000

Maintaining the Endowment Fund and
Building Fund and providing assistance for
a variety of programs and organizations in
the community.

Become part of our growing community
with open membership and accountability.

G/L COMMUNITY

CENTER TRUST FUND
PO, Box 1686 » Milwaukee, Wl 53201
INFO LINE: 414/643-1652

a 501 c-3 tax exempt organization

1
IN Step - November 4 - November 17, 1999 m



Mortgage‘ﬁ}(oncepts, Inc.

debt — no problem!

phone call.

Can Help You With:

Purchasing a New Home
Refinancing Your Mortgage
Home Equity Loans
Bill Consolidation

egardless of your situation, Mortgage Concepts,
Inc. has a loan program that will fit your needs.
If you have a miminal down payment — no
problem! If you are self-employed — no problem! If you
have no credit or slow credit — no problem! To much

Please call now for quick and easy answers to all your
mortgage needs. Mortgage Concepts will provide you
with a free pre-approval within one hour of your initial

Call Craig Allan @

414.774.6170

Committed to Serving the LGBT Community.

a real spa

Hair Des@;‘_Services
women's shompoo, cut & Blow ... 14
men’s shampoo, cut & blow ...........cooe EM

shompoo, blow & style

for

real people-

in Milwaukee's Historic Bay View
2385 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. * 414.486.9299
e-mail: hairys@aol.com

massage benefits the Msﬁ increases the one of
muscle fiber ond increases blood and lymph flow. Your
thesepist will consult with you on the therapy which
best suifs your needs.

Two Pro-Domestic
Partnership Bills
Introduced

by Wisconsin State Rep. Mark Pocan

nce again Wisconsin makes history.
OAS reported in the last issue of IN

Step, Sen. Fred Risser (D-Madi-
son), Rep. Frank Boyle (D-Superior) and I
introduced two very important bills relating
to members of the LGBT community and
beyond.

The first bill, the Domestic Partnership
Registry, provides requirements for form-
ing a legal relationship of domestic partner-
ship. It stipulates that a domestic partner-
ship may be formed by two individuals
who are at least 18 years old and who are
not martied or in another domestic part-
nership, they are not related by blood, and
consider themselves to be members of each
other's immediate family.

The bill makes domestic partnership's
requirements very similar to current mar-
riage statutes. Further, all benefits recog-
nized by the state for spouses in marriage
would be afforded to domestic partner-
ships, including adoption, inheritance, tax
filing benefits, insurance benefits, proper-
ty rights and more, as well as all responsi-
bilities associated with marriage.

The second bill opens the State of
Wisconsin's Insurance Pool 1o domestic
partnerships. Currently, domestic partners
are not offered the same health insurance
benefits as are married couples. This bill
would allow any governmental entity
which utilizes the pool to offer health
insurance coverage to their employee's
domestic partners.

Benehits comprise approximately 40
percent of a worker's compensation. By
not providing these benefits, Wisconsin is
not living up to a tradition of equal pay
for equal work.

This legislation will pass. It will take
time, bur because it is about fairness and
equality | believe the day will come in the
not too distant furure when gays and les-
bians will be treated equally under the law.

I urge each of you to contact your leg-
islator and urge them to sign on to both of
these bills. If yoy are unsure of who your
legislators are you can call the Legislarive
Hotline ar (800) 362-9472 and they will
let you know who your legislators are.

The introduction of these bills gives all
of us the opportunity to inform and educate

our friends, family and employers about the
struggles of the LGBT community.

Nass(ty) Bills:

Rep. Nass (R-Whitewater) has intro-
duced two anti-equity bills dealing with
domestic partners. Here is a quick look at
the two proposals:

AB 499 creates a new permissive sub-
ject of collective bargaining under the
Municipal Employment Relations Act.
Under this bill a municipal employer is
not required to bargain over the provision
of employee benegts to any adult who
resides with a municipal employee and
who is not related to that employee by
blood, marriage or adoption.

AB 500 prohibits the state from pro-
viding any health and long-term care
insurance coverage to an adult who resides
with a stare employee and who is not relat-
ed to the state employee or the state
employee's spouse by blood, marriage or
adoption and also makes this a prohibited
subject of bargaining under the State
Employee Labor Relations Act.

These bills are clearly anti-union, anti-
health care and anti-equality.

This legislation promotes division in
an environment in which too much divi-
sion already exists. These bills are being
used as a means in which politicians can
gain support from those that do nor wish
to accept or ar the very least attempr to
understand others who are not like them.,

These two bills are scheduled to be
voted on in the Family Law Commirttee
and will most likely come before the full
assembly within the month. Call Rep.
Scott Jensen at (608) 266-3387 or leave a
message for him at (800) 362-9472 and
tell him thar the bigotry of the Republi-
cans in the Assembly is not the quickest
route for him to become governor. Ask
him not to allow the Nass bills to go to the
full Assembly floor for a vote. Log Cabin
Republicans it's up to you... Will or can
you support him for governor?

Thanks to Action Wisconsin

It has been a very busy month for all of
us. | would like to thank Action Wisconsin
for helping to organize the statewide meet-
ings and response to these issues. If you
have not done so already please join them
in the fight. Action WI PO.. Box 342,
Madison, W1 53701, or check our their
Web site at wwwi.execpe.com/-dross/aw/
<htep:/fwww.execpe.com/~dross/aw/>.

As always, you can contact me at (608)
266-8570, or write me at the State Capi-
tol, PO. Box 8953, Madison, W1 53708.

Until next month. ¥
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