




The Skylight Music Theatre continues its fairy tale
and fantasy themed 2014-15 season with a rare
production of L. Frank Baum’s The Wizard of OZ. Like
many of artistic director Viswa Subbaraman’s
repertoire, the staging is a first for the Skylight. We all
know the 1939 Technicolor film version. In a broader
interpretation, it’s about self-discovery, tolerance, and
the loving safety and security of “home.” For the LGBT
community it has become a parable of its struggle for
equality. Perhaps no other Oz character embodies the
“gay” role than the Cowardly Lion. His signature song
includes reference to being a “sissy” and a “dandy
lion.” He eventually finds his courage.  The Scarecrow,
too, delivers a subliminal message when he suggests
“some go both ways.” And, the Tin Man, well, he’s just
sentimental.  All of this and more is captured in the
Skylight’s production. 

Naturally, both in audience expectation and
direction, there may be a tendency to revisit the film
version. Here there may be some of that. But, smart
casting, clever special effects and the vigorous and
jazzy big band sound by a 10 member orchestra lead
by music director Leslie B. Dummer make this OZ a
new and exciting experience.  

From Dorothy’s opening rendition of “Over the
Rainbow” to her return to Kansas, Susan Wiedmeyer
gives a truly engaged and wonderful performance.
She manages to be child-like yet resolute in her quest.
Her vocals are nuanced, sincere and moving. The
gangly and dangly Ryan Cappleman plays the
Scarecrow as if the role had been written for him.
Doug Clemens’ Tin Man and Andreas Varela’s Lion
are both charming and sympathetic. All give well
controlled comedy to their characters and sovereignty
to their singing. Liz Norton plays the Wicked Witch and
the spinster Almira Gulch with tempered wickedness
and Susan Spencer brings earthy can-do to Auntie Em
and a delightful airy goodness to the good witch
Glinda. Rick Richter as The Wizard and Professor
Marvel gives a very honest human touch to his bluster.
Finally, Christopher Elst, as the Guard and Uncle
Henry, rounds out the cast with swagger tinged with
sweetness. Two different dogs play Toto during the
run. On opening night, Hillie stole a scene or two.
The Skylight’s production wizardry comes into play

to underpin the performers’ craft. The show’s fairy tale
effect rests in the lighting and set designs (both by
Peter Dean Beck) that bring us though the scenes like
illustrations in a storybook.  The costuming (by Kristy
Leigh Hall) offers enchanted singing flowers, crows,
flying monkeys and curious, haz mat suited castle
guards. Technical tricks include a very clever
Munchkin realization. Pam Kriger’s choreography
includes an exuberant Jitterbug number that was
excluded from the film version.
This is a perfect family show with an adult message

that should put you in the mood to enjoy being home
for the holidays.
A special Friends of Dorothy, LGBT reception and

performance takes place December 11. For
information go to www.skylightmusictheatre.org

THE WIZARD OF OZ there’s no place like home... review by Paul Masterson
Photos by MARK FROHNA



GAMMA
celebrates St. Nick’s
Milwaukee GAMMA, the city’s oldest LGBT so-

cial organization, celebrates its annual Holiday
Party at This Is It, Saturday, December 6 from
1pm to 5pm. The event features a pot luck buffet,
White Elephant gifts, and a special appearance
by St. Nick himself. A slide show featuring
GAMMA event photos by Paul Masterson will run
during the party. 
GAMMA president Bim Florek announced a

special invitation to prospective new members.
“We’d like to invite anyone to join GAMMA and
enjoy their first GAMMA party. Anyone purchas-
ing a membership (annual dues are $36) at the
Holiday Party will enjoy an extended 18 month
membership through June 2016. Like other
GAMMA members, they’ll also receive a pair of
drink tickets for the party,” Bim said. 
Recognized as Southeast Wisconsin’s premier

LGBT social and recreational group, GAMMA
holds year round activities. Originally founded as
a touch football group in 1978, GAMMA evolved
over the decades. Ever expanding social, recre-
ational and cultural profile, it now offers monthly
parties, cocktail hours, hiking, bowling, biking and
camping, as well as game and card nights, a din-

ing out group, theatre nights, a cooking group, an
annual 4th of July picnic, and a wide variety of cul-
tural and sports excursions.. They also staff a
Health & Wellness Area booth at Milwaukee
PrideFest and participate in the festival’s Volley-
ball Tournament. “GAMMA has over 125 mem-
bers and its events reflect the wide range of our
members’ interests. Any member can post on our
Facebook page and announce an event and in-
vite others to join in. Whether it’s a game of crib-
bage or a trip to the Milwaukee Art Museum or the
Bristol Renaissance Faire or a day of antiquing,
it’s all about finding fun and like-minded company
to share time together,” Bim explained. “We have
organized activities or impromptu get-togethers.
And, everyone is welcome,” he added.
New members attending the GAMMA Holiday

Party are encouraged to bring a White Elephant
gift and a “dish-to-pass.”
This Is It is located at 418 East Wells Street on

Milwaukee’s lower east side. 

ONE OF THE LONGEST
ENGAGEMENTS ON
RECORD

On November 30th, Ross Walker and Erv Uecker ended one of the
longest engagements on record as they were legally married on their 57th
anniversary. Their wedding, performed at Pilgrim United Church 
of Christ, Grafton, was attended by several hundred people. Originally
planned as a small private ceremony, with the encouragement of their min-
ister, the Rev. Franz Rigert, it became a church wide celebration for the
800 member congregation. It was also the last wedding to be performed
at Pilgrim as Pastor Franz will be leaving at Christmas, having recently
been elected as the Wisconsin Conference 
Minister,  overseeing 220 congregations.
Ross and Erv have been long time activists in the Milwaukee LGBT

Community. Both have volunteered at the BESTD Clini since 1985 and
still serving. They were also the original founders of the Milwaukee
LGBT Community Center, calling its first exploratory meetings and fund-
ing it origins.
They are currently residents of Alexian Village of Milwaukee, where they

share a spacious apartment. Erv, an ordained minister, has conducted
worship at Alexian and also at their beloved church home, Pilgrim UCC.

PERFECT HARMONY MEN'S CHORUS
Presents "Festivus (For the Rest of Us)"

An Alternative Holiday Concert December 12 & 14
Marking its 18th annual winter concert, Perfect Harmony Men's Cho-

rus is set to display a unique twist on the tradition of holiday choral
music. The concert is based on the parodic secular holiday Festivus, a
respite from the commercialism and societal pressures that can often ac-
company the winter holiday season. As made popular in an episode of
the sitcom Seinfeld, Festivus has its own traditions as the vocal "Airing
of Grievances," displays of "Feats of Strength," its own "Festivus Mira-
cles," and especially the unadorned, aluminum Festivus pole. Perfect
Harmony will celebrate with musical selections that explore the holiday's
more serious themes, such as forgiveness and self-acceptance, while
also maintaining a balance with more light-hearted material, reflecting
the comedic origins of Festivus. In abandoning many of the standard
holiday music conventions, Perfect Harmony presents a wide-ranging,
sometimes moving, always entertaining set of songs. It is sure to be un-
like any other holiday concert you will attend this season.
"Festivus (For the Rest of Us)" will be performed at the First United

Methodist Church in downtown Madison, Wisconsin on Friday, Decem-
ber 12, 7:30 pm, as well as on Sunday, December 14, 3:00 pm. Admis-
sion to the concerts is $20 per ticket, which can be reserved online at
http://www.perfectharmonychorus.org, or purchased at the door.
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Broom Street Theater   
Presents
Gingerbreadcrumbs

Written by Christopher Younggren 
and Directed by Suzan Kurry
December 5th – December 20th
Thursday, Friday & Saturday @ 8:00PM
and Saturday at 4pm
119 Williamson Street, Madison WI, 53703

In this fractured sequel to a classic fairy tale find out what
happens after happily ever after and the consequences of
not making sure an oven door is latched securely when bar-
bequing a wicked witch. For those tired of the same old
Christmas carols we offer this dark comedic tale as a holiday
alternative.

Bedelia Woods- Sarah Whelan
Timmy Finklestein - Luka Simpson
Oswald Van Hesling - Thomas Amacher 
Brother - Zach James
Sister - Vanessa Versperman

Gingerbreadcrumbs will run at Broom Street Theater at
8pm Thursdays Fridays and Saturdays and 4pm on Satur-
days  December 5th through December 20th. More details
will be available on the theater's website bstonline.org . 
Tickets are $11.00.  For more info or to make reservations

contact Broom Street Theater at (608) 244-8338 or reserve
at bstonline.org/reserve

SHARE YOUR LGBT 
WEDDING PHOTOS

WITH QUEST READERS!
Why keep all the fun to yourself?

Send us one or two images from your same sex wedding
for publication in a future issue of Quest.

We will print as many as we have room for.

Brian & Darrin
Owners of the
Chanticleer
Guest House
in Door County





 Holton Street Clinic Inc.
dba STD Specialties Clinic
3251 N. Holton St. Milwaukee WI, 53212

414-264-8800
Find us on Facebook also!

Mon. Wed. Thurs. 8-4, Tues. 8:30-3, & every other Fri 8:30-12:30
& Alternating Sat. clinic from 9-12 for gay/bisexual men  Call for schedule

December 2014 Outreach Schedule
FREE HIV & SYPHILIS Testing at:

Woodys, Thurs. 4th, 9-11
Kruz, Fri. 5th 7-9

Fluid, Mon. 8th, 9:30-11:30
Club Icon, Fri. 12th, 9:30-12:30 (Kenosha)

LaCage, Wed. 17th, 10-1ish

On second thought…
the Holidays
Opinion by Paul Masterson

I know Thanksgiving is already a distance mem-
ory. But, I hope you have a good one. I did. I went
to a friend’s and had a wonderful dinner with his
parents and grandmother, watched some football
and a couple of movies. The turkey was delicious.
As far as I’m concerned we can start spring now.
But, we’ve got months to go before the grass

greens up. It’s that time of year again when we
charge headlong into the fray of the holidays.
Whether Christmas, Hanukah, Winter Solstice, or
Kwanzaa, it means lights, decorations, holiday
parties, and lots of presents. With all that self-in-
dulgent extravagance, it really is a made-for-gays
season.  Besides, any occasion involving edible
logs sounds pretty gay to me, although perhaps,
for dignity’s sake, we should call them “Bouche
Noel”, even if they’re made of cheese. An orna-
ment fetishist friend already has three trees up,
each weighed down by dozens and dozens the-
matically coordinated decorations. Then there’s

Black Friday, mall mayhem, and those chipmunks
incessantly singing carols over an over.  For me,
it’s all too much. 
The other annoying thing about the season is the

cascade of end-year-giving letters we’ll all get.
Among the glittery cards, bank calendars, and
bills, inevitably there are those desperate pleas for
money. But maybe we should open those (at least
the ones from LGBT organizations) and read
them. It’s an embarrassing reality but straight
people donate more to gay causes than gay
people do. Perhaps it’s our learned behavior of
fending for ourselves. We’ve learned that over the
years. Even though we’ve achieved certain levels
of equality thanks to the efforts of LGBT political
and social advocacy, often propelled by straight
support, we still seem to have an outsider, loner
attitude. 
Granted our community often seems disjointed.

We can be our own worst enemies in that regard.
The LGBT acronym is a strange bed-fellows jum-
ble and, like any family, we have of differences.
Still, we all have profited from the efforts of those
obsessive volunteers who, by their tireless efforts,
have impacted our lives in ways that we often take

for granted.
Whether you give to an individual arts or athletic

group, a social or political organization, or one of
the major funds or foundations, your contribution
will impact the greater good. You may not see the
positive change immediately so don’t be impa-
tient. But remember, just a few months ago, LGBT
Wisconsinites did not enjoy marriage equality.
That victory was not only achieved by those who
fought for that particular cause. Anyone and
everyone who was OUT and about made that
change possible. Straight people did not suddenly
think marriage equality was a wonderful thing.
They only rallied behind us and supported our
rights when they got to know LGBT people. They
got to know LGBT people through our sports, arts,
theatre, gay-straight alliances, PrideFest and all
the other groups that create the public face of our
community. 
So, please donate to one of our many non-prof-

its. They need the kindness and generosity of
friends and strangers to continue our LGBT strug-
gle. We’re not quite there yet and our gains are
more tenuous than we might think. Happy Holi-
days and Thanks for your Support!

Camp, camp and more camp
in StageQ’s CHRISTMAS
WITH THE CRAWFORDS!

Do you love Mommie Dearest?  Have you ever wanted to see Joan Craw-
ford ridiculed, teased and insulted?  How about Joan Crawford and Gloria
Swanson in a slap-fest?  Well, look no further!  Christmas with the Craw-
fords opens December 5th, 2014 and runs through Saturday, December
20th on the Drury Stage at the Bartell Theatre. 
Christmas with the Crawfords is a hilarious tribute to Hollywood’s “Golden

Era” set during the infamous 1940’s Christmas Eve live radio broadcast of
Joan Crawford and her children from their Brentwood home.  Christmas with
the Crawfords, created by Richard Winchester and written by Mark Sargent,
originated in San Francisco in 1993, and has since delighted packed houses
from San Francisco and LA to New York.  The story takes place in Joan
Crawford’s living room circa 1944, where she has scheduled a live interview
with Hedda Hopper in a desparate bid for publicity in hopes of saving her
career.  Joan’s plan is foiled, however, when numerous Hollywood icons drop
by to steal the spotlight, including Judy Garland, Carmen Miranda, the An-
drews Sisters, Ethel Merman and of course Bette Davis as “Baby Jane”.  And
when Joan’s adoring children take the stage it becomes clear why Christmas
with the Crawfords is called “the mother of all campy holiday musicals”.  Di-
rected by Michael Bruno, with musical direction by Lizzie Hansen and cho-
reography by Lyn Pilch, Heidi Hakseth, Angenette Stacer Spalink and Remy

Fernandez-O’Brien. 
Cast includes: Terry Christopher, Dan Pietrangelo, Stacey Garbarski, Bob

Moore, Donnovan Moen, Jose Vega, Janine Gardner, Bonnie Balke, Jim
Chiolino, Simone LaPierre, Wendy Fern Hutton, Kiki Moritsugu, Craig
Schlagel, Tiffany Orr, John Kintsler, Rosy Bayuk, Annemae Love Collins,
Lauren Welch and Lizzie Hansen.
Tickets are $20.00 for Friday and Saturdays, $15.00 for Thursdays and for

the Sunday, December 14th matinee

Performances are:
Friday, December 5th 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 6th 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 11th 7:30 p.m.
Friday, December 12th 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 13th 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 14th 2:00 p.m. 
**Professional American Sign Language (ASL) translation will be 
present for this performance.
Thursday, December 18th 7:30 p.m.
Friday, December 19th 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 20th 8:00 p.m.

For reservations call the Bartell Theatre Box Office at 608-661-9696, on-
line at www.bartelltheatre.org.  For photos, press or any other information
please contact Michael Bruno at 608-217-7262 or Donnovan Moen at 608-
516-5319 or visit www.stageq.com.



The demands from Glenn’s cinematic circle
were simple enough. First, Glenn was to
choose a film that didn’t involve reading and that
demand potentially extended to British films
which were to be closely monitored. Given the
number of recent evenings devoted to interna-
tional cinema including last month’s sexy Israeli
film, Snails in the Rain, even Glenn could see
the fairness in this request.  
The second request proved even more daunt-

ing; not only was there to be no “reading,” Glenn
was to choose a film featuring a sexy gay
twenty-something protagonist possessing hy-
perthymesia, a rare medical condition, one in
which individuals can recall almost every day of
their lives in near perfect detail.
What luck for Glenn, who just happened to

have gotten a screening copy of The Dark
Place, a dark and stormy new thriller starring
Sean Paul Lockhart (aka Porn Star Brent
Corrigan).
The enigmatic Keegan Dark (Blaise Embry) is

the at the film’s center. Long estranged from his
affluent family, Keegan enlists cute Belgian
boyfriend Wil (Timo Descamps) to join him in
paying his mother Celeste (Shannon Day) a fly-
ing birthday visit. Still, surely something isn’t
quite right; his mother’s birthday having been
the month before.
How then, mused Glenn, had someone with

perfect memory forgotten his mother’s birthday?
How, indeed!
Upon returning to the family home after a two-

year absence, Keegan is plagued by the ghosts
of past memories as well as by the decidedly
flesh & blood Adrian (Andy Copeland), his
mother’s brand new husband and Jake (the
above mentioned Sean Paul Lockhart), Kee-
gan’s nearly always shirtless new step-brother.
It is perhaps not particularly surprising that

Keegan gets off on the wrong foot with his new

family Keegan and Wil have, after all, just
walked into the home Jake shares with his fa-
ther Adrian and Adrian’s new wife unan-
nounced. In the minds of some, Jake
encountering Keegan (and Wil) for the first time
with a baseball bat in hand isn’t entirely unreal-
istic. 
That Keegan takes an immediate dislike to

Jake is evident but is he just being paranoid? 
In fact, Jody Wheeler’s entertaining if often

convoluted screenplay has Keegan lead movie-
goers on a right merry dance. Surely fuelled by
his dislike of Jake, Keegan is convinced that his
mother is in danger. Neither she, nor admittedly
Glenn, is particularly persuaded by Keegan,
however. Celeste prefers to be convinced of the
devotion of her husband of six-months; well, of
course she does. 
Nor is she likely to begin doubting her new

state of marital bliss when, entirely out of
nowhere, Keegan attacks Jake as he whiles
away a pleasant afternoon with Celeste, hap-
pily drying a few wine glasses and singing the
odd bit of opera. 
Then again, poor Keegan didn’t bash in his

own head whilst in the wine cellar nor is the near
fatal mix up at the hospital merely an accident.
If you oh-so loyal Quest readers find this all

rather confusing, so too were those gentlemen

Buy it, Rent it, or forget it...
Ever so sheepishly, Glenn must confess to being un-

familiar with recent films featuring Sean Paul Lockhart,
the once and current porn star Brent Corrigan. The re-
sult, perhaps, being that Glenn proved quite surprised
at how little the now beefy, muscular Lockhart resem-
bled his charming Stan the Merman role in the other-
wise excruciatingly awful Another Gay Sequel.  
As entertainingly menacing as Lockhart’s Jake un-

doubtedly is, The Dark Place In fact rests unsettlingly
on Blaise Embry’s performance and Wheeler’s wobbly
screenplay. In early scenes, there’s a nice banter be-
tween Keegan and Timo Descamps’ criminally
adorable Wil, so why does Keegan continue to keep
him in the dark? And yes, Glenn had to use that word.
Why, too, is Wil so determined to stick by his compli-
cated, uncommunicative boyfriend?
Once mother’s in a coma, The Dark Place settles

into a neat entertaining little thriller. There may be
some huge leaps of logic, there are plenty in fact, but
which Glenn only became aware of on a second view-
ing. Allison Lane is delightful as Sheriff Timmer, bliss-
fully unaware that the “woman’s touch” she so proudly
brings to the job (brownies, indeed) won’t amount to a
hill of beans in a gay thriller such as The Dark Place.
The Dark Place is a must for Sean Paul Lockhart en-

thusiasts and fun for anyone looking for a sexy gay
thriller, sans subtitles.

Just the facts…
The Dark Place has a swift 87 minute running time

and is in English. The Dark Place is available on
DVD. SRP: $24.95
For those interested in seeing rather more of Sean

Paul Lockhart, do check out his porn alter-ego on the
DVD box cover of Falcon’s new release: Jacked.
Look for Timo Descamps in the popular film

Judas Kiss which stars Charlie David.
Cast photographs, Official Trailer and more @
http://thedarkplacemovie.com

of a certain age comprising Glenn’s cinematic circle.
But by the time Celeste is found in a coma, following

a rather touching reconciliation between her and Kee-
gan, there’s been plenty of wrong-doing to be exposed
and the game is truly afoot. 

NEW ON DVD The Dark Place By Glenn Bishop





Happy Holidays, Happy Holidaze - - can you be-
lieve it?  Clap if you believe!  Here we are once
again and allow me to be one of the first offering
greetings of the most wonderful time of the year
… No matter what you celebrate, or how you cel-
ebrate - - I wish you the best- ever!
Tuesday, December 2nd my good friend Jay

Reinke and I will be “BLU-tending” at BLU high
above the city in The Pfister Hotel all for The
United Way of Greater Milwaukee.   Every Tues-
day through the United Way Campaign, BLU is
kind enough to have “Guest Bartenders” come
and help out the cause by being a BLU-Tender
and all tips go to the U.W.  So come and see the
splendor of The Pfister dressed for the Holidays,
have a sip or two and maybe carol along with us?
Having trouble getting into the Holiday spirit?

How about escaping into the magical world of the
theatre?  “The Lion King” is still roaring mightily at
The Milwaukee Theatre.  You only have until Sun-
day, December 7 to take in this unforgettable ex-
perience.  A perfect way to introduce children and
the child in all of us to the wonderment of Broad-

way, this production will live with you and your
loved ones forever.                                                                                             
By-the-by “Anything Goes” launches Tuesday,

January 6 – Sunday, January 11, 2015 Uihlein Hall
at The Marcus Center for the Performing Arts.
Cole Porter’s biggest hits with an encyclopedia of
toe tapping tunes that will leave you humming for
the rest of the evening & I didn’t even mention the
mesmerizing dancing.  414-273-2787 The Holiday
Hotline - - an extraordinary gift giving suggestion.
A quick shout out and thanks to all who have

turned out and turned on to Sunday Fun Day
Show Tunes at Club Charlies.  We are doing a
very special Christmas Edition on Sunday, De-
cember 7th – yes, Pearl Harbor Day – come and
get “bombed”.  Working with Brian Reinkober has
been a blast!  Dawn & Craig are always a kick –
such a fun Staff they have: Tara, Eric, Benjy,
Melissa, Liz, Jessica, Chris and so many more.
We are on recurring status until after Football Sea-
son, so keep in mind the fun of Sunday Fun Day
and our return!  Before hand is a time too – Goldie
Adams beautifies me, and then we segue to

Woody’s and haunt Roman, Lance, Mikey, Toby
and all the handsome men behind and sitting at
the bar.  I always have a ball at Woody’s – thanks
for your hospitality.
Fair Wisconsin is holding their Holiday Party on

Tuesday, December 9th 5:30 pm at the new restau-
rant on First Street, Wayward Kitchen 407 South
1st Street, formerly known as Mona’s.  The daz-
zling Miss BJ Daniels will be your hostess and live
music will be provided by The City of Festivals
Men’s Chorus.
Looking for a cup of Holiday cheer on Wednes-

day, December 10th?  Plan on attending Taylor’s
Holiday Party, no one knows how to burn the olde
yule log quite like Dan and Company.
Jack Forbes Wilson is Liberace in Brent Hazel-

ton’s “Liberace!” at The Stackner Cabaret of The
Milwaukee Rep running now through Thursday,
January 11, 2015.  Come and see the man who
made Milwaukee famous, you won’t be disap-
pointed!  You can also find out what is behind the
candelabra and much more…
In-Tandem Theatre is gifting us a season with a

lot of heart!  The seasonal contemporary classic
“A Cudahy Caroler Christmas” is running through
Sunday, January 4, 2015.  A knee slapper of a Hol-
iday hit!  Call 414-271-1371 for a light hearted re-



latable time.  Another present you could check off
your giving list, and not have to worry about size …
“Festivus and the Rest of Us – Winter Concert”

performed by: The City of Festivals Men’s Chorus
Saturday, December 6 7:30 pm and Sunday, De-
cember 7th  2:00 pm Plymouth Church UCC  277
East Hampshire – near UWM.  $10 in advance,
$15 at the door, children under 12 $5 – for more
details cityoffestivals@sbcglobal.net.
Fluid will be offering this and so much more as

the popular South Second Street establishment
celebrates the season with an old-fashion Christ-
mas Sing-A-Long Friday, December 12th.  Lizzie
will be leading everyone in song coaxing us all into
perfect harmony.  While at Fluid, don’t forget to
check out their new “Winterized” terrace.
Sunday, December 14 The Harbor Room holds

their annual Christmas Customer Appreciation
Party starting at 3 pm. Come on down and tell
Santa what You really want for Christmas!  Also a
great opportunity to meet Alex Saint Pierre Our
New Mr. Harbor Room and you can tell him what
you want for Christmas too!
Wednesday, December 17 This Is It – will hold a

flashback Wednesday from open at 3 pm till close
come and see your favorite bartenders from
Christmas past like the ravishing Michael Patrick
McKinley and the dashing Justin Wobeck.  Let
them whip you up a hot toddy and you can tell
them if you’ve been bad or good… The party will
continue when the current Staff of This Is It joins in
later for a bit of Christmas cheer.  This Is It has fi-
nally been recognized as  “The State’s oldest con-
tinuously operated Gay bar, dating back to June
of 1968.  Congratulations and continued success
as you enter year 47 of satisfying Brew City.
Jolly, Holly, Folly – ARCW’s (AIDS Resource

Center of Wisconsin) 19th annual Holiday to-do is
slated for Thursday, December 18 5:00 pm The
Marcus Center 929 North Water Street.  $120 to
partake in 20 restaurant tastings, beer, wine, soda,
and an evening of dance a night you will remem-
ber.  What says Christmas more than “The Nut-
cracker”?  Michael Pink’s Milwaukee Ballet will
bring this yuletide fantasy alive once more!  Re-
member everything is beautiful at the ballet…
The next evening Friday, December 19 and Sat-

urday, December 20 The Florentine Opera Com-
pany shares the songs of the season as only they
can with “Home for the Holidays” 7:30 pm curtain.
The Wayne & Kristine Lueders Florentine Opera
Center 930 East Burleigh Street fmi please call
800-32-OPERA or visit:  www.florentineopera.org.
Always a grand time!
On Friday, December 19 come celebrate the

season with the reason at The Red Star Cocktail

Club as Lance has shared with me that The Star
will be shining and a fun time will be had by all!  A
special guest bartender, food, fun, drink specials
and a Holiday Revue - - featuring the return of Miss
Goldie Adams, Maple Veneer and Karen Valen-
tine, ShowTime is 10 pm.  La Cage will be ringing
their Holiday bells as well the same evening so I
suggest an old fashion bar crawl!
I can‘t think of a better way to close out 2014 and

welcome 2015 than a visit to the big valley?
Jacqueline Susann’s best seller of 1966 “Valley of
the Dolls” (a theatrical catastrophe!)  will be taking
place at Dale Gutzman’s Off The Wall Theatre.
You can take this wild trip to the Valley starting on
New Year’s Eve, January 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10 and
11 what a great way to start out the new year!  Mil-
waukee Dolls Dear Ruthie, Maple Veneer and Je-
remy Welter headline the cast.
To add a touch of loveliness to all occasions how

about flowers?  Kurt AKA KC Ray is now designing
at Grande Flowers – owned and operated by
Golden Blooms, LLC  1433 East Capitol Drive
414-332-3070 grande.flowers@yahoo.com/
grandeflowersshorewoodwi.com Nothing makes
for a better hostess gift than something blooming.
Just make sure the flowers are done and that the
person receiving them doesn’t have to take the
time to ready them, while also entertaining.
On the topic of flowers, I was at a beautiful wed-

ding – my heartiest congratulations and best
wishes to Brandon Ford Teich and Jack Ford
Teich.  What a joyous celebration!  The lady offici-
ating, Rev. Karen Hagen complimented the touch-
ing union, as did Mike Bader’s reading and
thoughtful toast.  I think I got to sit at the most fun
table, too - -Jerry, Matt, John, Roger,  Jim and
those are just the names I remember – what fun
we all had! Mazel!
Milwaukee legend Teddy “Honey, Honey” Quar-

tuch has passed quietly into the night at a spry 90
years old.  No one knew how to light up a room or
share the best stories than this charming raconteur.
So happy I knew him, I’m a better person for it.  
Sympathies go out to Chris Daniels on the loss

of his mother after a long illness.
And thrilled to report its Always Happy Hour’s

Andy Schaidler is getting better every day and will
be able to enjoy this year’s Holiday season to its
full potential.  I don’t think anyone had a larger
group of well-wishers than Andy – with all that pow-
erful, positive energy.  Who says you can’t will a
miracle – tis the season!
Peter Mortensen is back creating great theater!

He conceived and directed “Séance, Signs of Life
in Another Room”.  I can’t wait to see it and share
my findings in my next column.  So happy to see

the flawless venue of Montage, upstairs at La
Cage utilized.
Halloween was a hoot this year, being reunited

with my favorite “Witches” Rona, DeDe, and Char-
lotte Lorraine – talk about a coven!  We haunted
Hamburger Mary’s enjoying Ruthie’s Halloween
Spooktacular!                                                              
The following night I was invited to help judge

the Costume Contest at La Cage.  David Whitney
extended the “ask” and it was fun to judge with
Peggy West and two hot studs - - Tom Landherr
and Louis Williams!  Dale, Dan, Patrick, Patrick,
Adam, Jim, Jacob, Phil, Shelly, Jorge, Chad, Luke,
Alex, and Jerome (more names here than Santa
has reindeer) made sure our glasses were full –
naturally.  Had a fun catching-up with DJ Kelly and
chatting with Kris & Michael who always make me
feel so welcomed at their “Studio 54”.  Lady Gia
hostess-ed the gloriously glamorous Illusion Show
beforehand and handled the announcing of the
Costume Winners – King Kong dominated!  Talk
about a beauty and a beast!
From Halloween to pure Heaven, what a grand

time I had at Meg Kasch’s dinner party.  The best
part of this time of the year is getting together with
friends.  Good conversation, beverages, food and
validation!  Meg – thee hostess of all there is ral-
lied a table that could rival the Algonquin!  Still won-
dering how I got invited!  Joe Pabst, Tim Murphy,
Jerry Janis, Greg Ross & his beloved Roy, Mil-
waukee’s answer to Donna Mills, Karen Drum-
mond and Cordially yours, all mixed together like
a delicious bouillabaisse!  We were treated to a
feast lovingly prepared by The Red Headed Chef
– Tiffany Stankiewicz – a jewel of a Gourmet!  You
may have seen her recently at the LGBT Wedding
Expo.  To engage her services act now - - she is in
demand – tiffanytheredheadedchef@gmail.com
or 414-5032-5320. Leave it Meg to turn a Monday
into an extended weekend, providing us an
evening we won’t forget.
Food time, please remember Jolly, Holly, Folly

this month - - and if you’re looking for a quick bite
- - that offers quality and quantity – great pub faire
at Club Charlies in The Historic Third Ward.  I sim-
ply adore the Irish Nachos!  Great homemade
soups - - and I can’t comment on the desserts, be-
cause I’m always too full to par take!  LOL
In closing this column and this year, as I opened

this effort, I extend to you and yours the very best
this time of the year has to offer.  I so appreciate
your readership and the privilege of reporting the
good we do in this troubled world.  As always, it’s
the glamour, not the grammar as I remain still
Cordially yours,. 



It’s hard to believe the holidays are already here. I mean, I spent Easter
Sunday taking Christmas lights off my trailer, and now I’ve got to put them
up again! Between stuffing turkeys, baking cookies, sitting on Santa’s lap,
egging nog and decking halls, I’m already pooped out and the damn yule-
tide hasn’t even arrived yet!
At least there’s a holly-jolly load of Christmas crap going on this month.

Be sure to swing by your favorite watering hole and enjoy a few libations
and good cheer at their holiday parties. You can also raise a beefy toast at
Hamburger Mary’s. On December 4 Ruthie’s Kennel Club hosts an 8:00 pm
fundraiser featuring 10 crazy games of bingo, a holiday market, a celebrity
guest bingo caller, an ugly Christmas sweater contest and prizes so awe-
some, you may want to give them to those on your shopping list instead of
keeping them for yourself. 
When you’re not busy hitting the bars, indulging in all of the holiday festiv-

ities, be sure to check out “Valley of the Dolls” at Off the Wall Theatre. I’m
starring in the hilarious parody alongside Jeremy Welter (“Whatever Hap-
pened to Baby Jane” and “Creature from the Black, Black Lagoon: The Mu-
sical”). We open on New Year’s Eve with two shows, and run for a week
afterward. Call 414-484-8878 for tickets as they’re selling quickly. I hope to
see you there!
For now, however, let’s hit the Bitchin’ Kitchen for some crispy Christmas

cookies. Here, you’ll find a basic cookie dough you can turn into two cook-
ies. One dough, two cookies—what could be easier? I don’t know, but it’s
time to eat good and shut up! 

RUTHIE’S BITCHIN’ COOKIE DOUGH
Christmas cookies are a snap with this simple recipe. Just mix
up a batch of my Bitchin’ Cookie Dough, and then make the
Simple Christmas Slice Cookies and German Chocolate Cook-
ies. It’s that easy! One dough…two cookies. Consider this my
little holiday gift to you.

2 cups butter, softened
1 cup sugar

1 teaspoon almond extract
1/4 cup sweetened condensed milk

4 cups all-purpose flour
1/8 teaspoon salt

Using an electric mixer, cream butter and sugar until fluffy.
Beat in the extract and the sweetened condensed milk. 
In a large bowl, combine the flour and salt; gradually beat into

the creamed mixture until well combined and a dough forms.
Divide dough into five 1-cup portions, rolling each portion into a log,

8-inches long. Wrap each log in plastic wrap and refrigerate for 1
hour. Use dough in Simple Christmas Slice Cookies and/or Ger-
man Chocolate Cookies.

Ruthie’s Sticky Note: If making the German Chocolate Cook-
ies the same day, simply set 2 cups of dough aside and pro-
ceed with that recipe. Roll and wrap the remaining the dough for
future use or for Simple Christmas Slice Cookies



Ruthie’s Culinary Clues
You can freeze the dough logs for up to 3 months which is great for last
minute needs, late-night snack attacks, etc.  Swap out the almond ex-
tract with peppermint if you’d like…but note that the peppermint dough
will not work when using the dough with German Chocolate Cookies.  

SIMPLE SLICE CHRISTMAS COOKIES
These crunchy little cookies are addictive…and easy! Try them with a
cup of coffee, some milk or vodka. No..I’m just kidding. I mean, who
has coffee with cookies? 

3 cups Ruthie’s Bitchin’ Cookie Dough
Jimmies, colored sugar, frosting optional 

Take the dough out of the refrigerator for 5 minutes to soften for
easy, consistent slicing. Preheat over to 350 degrees. 
Using a serrated knife, slice dough into 1/2-inch slices and set on

baking sheets spritzed with nonstick spray. If decorating with jimmies
or colored sugar, do so now. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 10 to 15 minutes or until edges are lightly

browned. Cool for 2 minutes before removing to wire racks. If decorat-
ing with frosting, do so once cookies have cooled completely.

Ruthie’s Culinary Clues
Lining cookie sheets with parchment paper prevents burning and
makes cleanup a snap. If your cookies are spreading too much when
baking, it might be because the baking sheet is too warm from the last
batch. Rinse sheets off in cold water and dry between batches if nec-
essary. Cooling racks not only help cookies cool faster, but they help
keep the texture of the bottom of the cookie in tact. 

GERMAN CHOCOLATE COOKIES
Yum! No one will believe these cookies came from the same dough as
the slice cookies also seen here. These are crunchy cookies that
make great additions to holiday platters. 

2 cups Ruthie’s Bitchin’ Cookie Dough
3/4 cup flaked coconut, toasted
1/2 cup graham cracker crumbs

1/2 cup miniature semisweet chocolate chips
1/4 cup sweetened condensed milk

Chocolate frosting
Chopped pecans

If necessary, take the dough out of the refrigerator for 10 minutes to
soften. Combine the dough, coconut, cracker crumbs, chocolate chips
and milk in a large bowl. Cover and refrigerate for 1 hour or until easy
to handle.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Drop dough by rounded 1/2 table-

spoon onto baking sheets spritzed with nonstick spray. Bake at 350°
for 15 minutes or until edges are lightly browned. Cool for 2 minutes
before removing to wire racks. Frost cooled cookies and top with nuts. 

Ruthie’s Culinary Clues
Toast coconut in a skillet over low to medium heat. Keep stirring until
coconut is brown and crunchy. Feel free to omit the frosting and
pecans if you’d like. They cookies great with a dusting of powdered
sugar or served plain. 

Have a recipe to share with Ruthie? Send it to her at 
DearMsRuthie@yahoo.com. If she published your recipe, 
you’ll receive a free Bitchin’ Kitchen T-shirt.
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Well we are back for the holiday season, I hope
you all didn’t get too fat from all that turkey you
had at thanksgiving.  Who am I kidding you prob-
ably just ate a bunch and fell asleep. (You know
that reminds me of some of my friend’s love
lives.)  I think I have now insulted enough of my
readers so let’s get on with the piercing of the
month.  Seeing as at the end of this month you’re
all going to be doing your hardest to get some on
New Year’s Eve. I figured that I should talk about
some genital piercings, the frenum in particular.
So let’s get on with it!
If you remember what a frenum is from the

last time I wrote about them then you can feel
free to skip ahead to the next paragraph but you
might miss a really good joke that I haven’t
thought of yet.  The frenum is a piercing that
goes through the skin along the shaft of the
penis.  Contrary to popular belief it does not go
through the shaft of the penis.  This piercing is
usually done with a barbell but rings can be put
in as well.  It is usually better to wait until the
piercing is healed before putting a ring in.  See
aren’t you glad that you read all the way through
that, yea so I lied there wasn’t a really good joke

in there but get ready I’m sure one will pop in
my head any minute now.  Well until that hap-
pens lets move on, shall we?
Taking care of a frenum is extremely easy, and

if you have read any of my past columns you will
already know how to take care of this, but for that
1% of people who haven’t here we go again.  It
doesn’t take a lot of time to do but is still very im-
portant just wash the piercing with antibacterial
soap at the very end of your shower.  That’s right
the end you know after you have “cleaned” your
privates for that half hour you claim to.  So that’s
about it on how to take care of it, now let’s get
onto the part you really want to know about, how
they feel during sex.
Okay you horn dogs we have reached the

part of the story where you get to grab your dick
and double click.  During sex the frenum(s) act
as a giant speed bump on your dick.  When the
speed bump grabs the walls of whatever you
may be screwing it holds for a split second
causing a little bit of tension and thus causing
more pleasurable feelings.  Also, as with most
piercings once a body part has been pierced it
becomes almost super sensitive.  So remember

that all you my hillbilly readers, good ‘ole Bessie is going to feel
a little different the next time your standing on the bucket try-
ing to f#@k it!
Well I think I pretty much ran this column dry and since I see

that I have a little more room for some reader mail let’s get to it.
Brent,
First I want to tell you that I have been reading your col-

umn for a while and I really like it.  So on to my question,
I have been trying to figure out a X-mas present for my
lover and he is really into piercings.  The problem is that
I don’t know anything about piercings their sizes or any-
thing!  So how can I get him something that will be right
and he doesn’t have to return.  — Bob
Well Bob, first I want to tell you that there is not a sin-

gle body jewelry store that will accept refunds that I know
of.  So you’re going to have to make sure that what you
get is what he wants.  A way around this is to take him to
a couple of stores and see which ones he likes, then go
back to the store at a later date and get what he picked
out.  Of course you could always just do the easy thing
and get a gift certificate.  Thanks for the question.
Well it seems we have run out of room again. Don’t forget

to keep those email coming Avantgarde@voyager.net Just
make sure you put “Skin and Steel” in the subject line so you
don’t get lumped into spam.  So I guess this is good bye for
the year 2014,  I hope you all have a great Holiday with friends
and family and I hope Santa gives you that little something
extra in your stocking this year, or is that a little something
extra in your rear. (I can never remember.)  Have a great new
year and I hope you all remember at least most of the night,
and don’t forget to drink a toast to a healthy and cheerful
2015!!!  HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
(Now where is that damn egg nog??)







WISCONSIN LGBT BAR GUIDE
LACROSSE/MADISON (608)
Impulse 132 W. Grand Ave Beloit, (608)361-0000
My Place 3201 South Ave LaCrosse (608)788-9073
Players  300 4th St, La Crosse (608)784-4200
Chances R  417 Jay St, La Crosse (608)782-5105
Club 5 Bar/Restaurant 5 Applegate Ct Madison, (608)277-9700
Plan B 924 Williamson Street, Madison
Shamrock 117 W Main Madison (608)255-5029
SOTTO 303 N Henry St Madison
WOOF’S 114 King Street, Madison (608)204-6222  www.woofsmadison.com
Captain Dix (Rainbow Valley Resort) 4124 River Road WI Dells  (866)553-1818
NORTHEASTERN WI (920)
Bottom End Bar (Gay friendly) 2828 N Ballard Rd, Appleton  920-830-2137
Rascals Bar & Grill  702 E. Wisconsin, Appleton  (920)954-9262
Round A Bout 1264 Main St Green Bay, WI  54302  920-544-9544
Napalese  1351 Cedar Green Bay (920)432-9646
No Limits  500 N. Baird St Green Bay (920)-544-4963
THE SHELTER  730 N. Quincy St.Green Bay 920-432-2662
XS Niteclub 1106 Main Street, Green Bay
The Remixx 8386 State Rd 76 Neenah 54956  (920)725-6483
Debs Spare Time 1303 Harrison St Oshkosh (920)235-6577
Blue Lite  1029 N 8th, Sheboygan (920)457-1636
Club Nautilus 434 Pennsylvania Ave. Sheyboygan  (920)451-0355
NORTHERN WISCONSIN (715)
The Lounge  2823 London Rd., Eau Claire,    (715) 952-3456
Scooters  411 Galloway Eau Claire (715)835-9959
JT’s Bar and Grill 1506 N. 3rd Superior (715)-394-2580
The Flame 1612 Tower Ave Superior, WI (715)395-0101
The Main  1217 Tower Ave Superior, WI (715)392-1756
OZ  320 Washington St, Wausau www.totheoz.com (715)842-3225

MILWAUKEE (414)
Art Bar  722 Burleigh, (414)372-7880
DIX 739 S 1st Street
Fluid  819 South 2nd  (414)643-5843
Harbor Room 117 E Greenfield (414)672-7988
Hybrid 707 E Brady St (414)810-1809
KRUZ   354 E.National (414)272-KRUZ
LaCage (lower & main floor) Montage (Upper) 801S 2nd, (414)383-8330
Nut Hut 1500 W Scott  (414)647-2673
Studio 200    200 E Washington St
This Is It  418 E Wells (414)278-9192
Two  718 E. Burleigh St.
Walker’s Pint  818 S 2nd St (414)643-7468
Woody’s  1579 S 2nd (414) 672-0806

SOUTHEASTERN WI (262)
ICON 6305 120th (Off I-94) Kenosha   (262)857-3240  www.club-icon.com
JoDee’s 2139 Racine St Racine  (262)634-9804






